
A Warm Welcome to 
ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH 

Woodbridge 

2 5 T H  O C T O B E R ,  2 0 2 0  
B I B L E  S U N D A Y  –  L A S T  A F T E R  T R I N I T Y  

  Wherever we are, we are the body of Christ.  

 

COLLECT AND READINGS  

 

The Collect     

Blessed Lord, 
who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
help us so to hear them, 
to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them 
that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word, 
we may embrace and for ever hold fast 
 the hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

Nehemiah 8. 1-4a, 8-12 
1All the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told 

the scribe Ezra to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to 
Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra brought the law before the assembly, both men and 
women and all who could hear with understanding. This was on the first day of the 
seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early 
morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could 
understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 4The 
scribe Ezra stood on a wooden platform that had been made for the purpose.  8So they 
read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, so 
that the people understood the reading.  9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and 
Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, 
‘This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.’ For all the people wept 
when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat the 
fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is 
prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the 
LORD is your strength.’ 11So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, ‘Be quiet, for this 
day is holy; do not be grieved.’ 12And all the people went their way to eat and drink and 
to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words 
that were declared to them.  
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Colossians 3, 12-17 
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a 
complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 
also must forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your 
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.  

 
Matthew 24. 30-35 

Jesus said to his disciples: 30‘The sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then 
all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see “the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of heaven” with power and great glory. 31And he will send out his angels with a 
loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other. 

32‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 
forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 33So also, when you see all these things, 
you know that he is near, at the very gates. 34Truly I tell you, this generation will not 
pass away until all these things have taken place. 35Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away.’  

 

PRAYER OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ,  
for all the benefits you have given me,   
for all the pains and insults you have borne for me.  
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,  
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart.  
O most merciful redeemer, friend and brother,  
may I know you more clearly,  
love you more dearly,  
and follow you more nearly,  
day by day. Amen.  

after the Prayer of St Richard of Chichester 
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FOR YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 

 

• For all those who try and follow the message of Christ throughout the world, in 

our own country, diocese and parishes. 

• On Bible Sunday for those who interpret and preach the written gospel. 

• Following the words of St Paul in today’s reading, that we may each become more 

kind, find greater humility and more long suffering in our approach to others. That 

we may all sing with grace to the Lord. 

• For those who work tirelessly for greater cooperation between nations and 

continents.  

• For those who are suffering mentally, physically and economically. For the work of 

those who cure, and those who care. For all who support physically and spiritually 

those nearing the end of their earthly lives.  

• We are asked to pray in particular for Carol, Christopher, John, Lillian, Margaret, 

Robyn Eaton, Clare Appleby, Phylis Davis, Kathy Day, Joy Geen, Pat  O’Hagan,  Joy 

Shipton,  Katie Smith, Iris Stock, James Tucker, Jennifer Workman and any others 

known to  us alone. 

 

• For those who have recently died, and their families. Those in our parish, those 
known to us, and those whose anniversaries occur at this time.  
We pray especially for  Sir John Margetson, John Spalding, Molly Williamson,  
Hilda Goy and Matthew Woods  
 

 
 
 
 

READINGS FOR All SAINTS’ SUNDAY, 1st NOVEMBER.   

 

PLEASE NOTE THIS WILL BE AN HOUR LATER THAN NORMAL - AT 11AM !! 

 

Revelation 7. 9-17, Responsorial Psalm 34. 1-10; Matthew 5. 1-12 
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THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

Monday 26th October   8.00  Morning Prayer in the Epiphany Chapel – all welcome 
                 10.30 Funeral of Matthew Wood      
Tuesday 27th October   8.00 Morning Prayer in the Epiphany Chapel – all welcome 
                 14.00 Funeral of Hilda Goy 
 
Wednesday 28st October     (Simon and Jude Apostles)  
                 12.00 Funeral of Sir John Margetson 
  
Thursday 29th October  10.00  Said Eucharist – all welcome 
                                                      
Friday 30th October    8.00 Morning Prayer in the Epiphany Chapel – all welcome  
                    
Saturday 31st October   9.00 Morning Prayer on Zoom led by Elders. See Notice. 
 
Sunday 1st November   11.00 Parish Eucharist – for the festival of All Saints’ -   
                     all welcome, booking essential. 
 
Monday 2nd November  19.30 Parish Eucharist for All Souls’.  Booking essential 
 

COMING SOON 

 
This news sheet is going to be the merged into the weekly pew sheet from 1st November 
 
ALL SOULS DAY – 2nd NOVEMBER 
As in years past, we are inviting families who have had funerals in the Parish in the past 
year and the names of all our departed loved ones are also remembered and prayed for. 
Please sign the available list at the back of the Church for those of your own family who 
have recently died. (This helps to keep the list manageable.)   
 
 

 

Booking is, unfortunately, essential BY 3 PM FRIDAY. Seating is limited and if maximum 
numbers are reached, sadly people will have to be turned away for safety 

reasons.  Please ring the Parish Office on 01394 388820 or email 
parish.office@stmaryswoodbridge.org to book a seat for the Sunday service “ 

Families can come ‘as a bubble’.   

           

mailto:parish.office@stmaryswoodbridge.org
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THOUGHTS FROM GREGORY GOOCH 
 

Two weeks ago, in Junior Church we looked at Psalm 148. Psalm 148 is a beautiful psalm 
that encompasses lots of elements of the wonderful natural world in which we live.  As 
you read it you begin to recall the creation story in Genesis and really reflect on all the 
wonders of our earth. As I read through the psalm, particularly verses 7-12, I really 
reflected on the connections between the psalm and the story of creation. Firstly, what 
sprung to my mind was how in Genesis 1:26-28 we are told that humans will have 
‘dominion’ over every living thing upon the earth. When you look up a definition for 
dominion you will find synonyms like sovereignty or control. However, how do we take 
that instruction of having dominion over every living thing upon the earth into the 21st 
century in which we live today. I think the word ‘stewardship’, meaning to take care or 
supervise something, is a more relatable way to look at our responsibility given to us by 
God. As we approach winter taking care of ourselves, of others, over living things is 
particularly important and even more so this year. As the strong and supportive church 
family that we are let us be not only stewards for God but stewards for St Mary’s, stewards 
for Woodbridge and stewards for one another. So, in times like this and over the coming 
months lets allow our praises to God to flourish and overcome this cold and concerning 
world. Let us be God’s stewards who look after others and our environment while praising 
God for all that we are fortunate to have in our local area. So, as you enjoy the beautiful 
changing autumn landscape, take a minute to sit back, admire and absorb all the wonders 
of our world, whether it be the clouds, the hills, the cattle or the flying birds and let us say 
praises to God for all that he has given us. 

 

NOTICES 

 

CREATION OF THE NEW BENEFICE OF WOODBRIDGE ST MARY WITH GREAT BEALINGS 
 

“A Notice giving the objects of proposed pastoral reorganisation affecting this parish has 
been displayed on the notice board in the North Porch and on the Church of England 

website. The Notice includes the last date by which representations regarding the proposed 
reorganisation may be made to the Church Commissioners.” 

 

ENVELOPE SCHEME for regular giving 
Boxes of envelopes for the year beginning 6th December 2020 will be available for 
collection in church from Sunday 15th November. The Church asks that you consider 
changing to the Parish Giving Scheme at this time, especially as we are soon to introduce 
contactless giving here at St Mary’s. 
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If you have joined the new Parish Giving Scheme and no longer want envelopes please 
let me know.  If you wish to continue with the Envelope Scheme please contact me. 
Anne Wright (tel. 01394 383690) or at the morning service 
 
TABLETOP SALE - FRIDAY 30th. October and SATURDAY 31st. October 
ST. MARY’S CHURCH HALL - 10.00-12.30 
We have lots of good as new books, over 400 CDs, a few DVDs which belonged to the 
late Simon Burridge and which we have been invited to sell with proceeds to St. Mary’s 
church. The books include Art, Fiction, Literature, Music, Religion and Transport. Most of 
the CDs are classical. No item is priced above £3, CDs £1 or 2, fiction 50p. You can pay by 
card in our shop.  ABSOLUTELY NO PRESSURE TO BUY. We reckon they represent good 
value and could make inexpensive presents.  DO COME AND HAVE A BROWSE. 
Tony Waller 
 
CHURCH SHOP 
Christmas Cards 
I am really excited to let you know that the Christmas cards are now in the shop. The cards 
support many charities locally and further afield. Please come in, have a look and get 
prepared for Christmas season.  Photo courtesy of Janice Poulson. 
Sue Todd - 01394 460329 
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CHILDRENS’ CHRISTMAS CARD COMPETITION 
How are these going with only a couple of weeks left to go? There is a 
generous age range between 0 and 18 years!  They can be hand painted or 
digitally produced and any shape or size you prefer.  On the back of these 

will be printed all the Churches’ services and times and distributed to every home in the 
Parish.  Let’s find a winning entry from St Mary’s!  There’s always half term to be creative 
and artistic because  
NEXT SATURDAY 31ST OCTOBER IS OUR DEADLINE.  Please drop them into the Church 
shop of Parish Office as soon as possible!  

 

 

MUSIC AT ST MARY’S  

Three Classical, Jazz and everything in between recitals will be taking place 
in both our Churches (5 – 6pm at Great Bealings on Saturdays and 3-4 pm 
at Woodbridge on Sundays).  Full details will be revealed soon but here are 

the proposed dates for your diaries!   

21/22  November                5/6   December               12/13  December  

 
 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 

Following Government guidelines, our local Town Council are not holding the 
usual service and parade on the Market Hill but instead leading a small gathering 
at Elmhurst Park with a condensed Civic party – Fr Nigel will be there as the only 

Church representative and Barbara will lay a wreath on behalf of Churches Together. All 
our Churches are being encouraged instead to each hold their own Act of Remembrance 
so St Mary’s will do this at 10.50 am led by Michael Stagg and Fr Peter. 
NB Our Parish Eucharist will be in the evening again at 6p.m. this year.  FOR BOTH 
SERVICES, it will be necessary to book and to adhere to all the Covid secure guidelines. 

 

ZOOM MORNING PRAYER 
Since March, Morning Prayer on Saturdays at 9.00 am has been shared on Zoom by 
some of our Elders and others. This short service lasts for less than 30 minutes, and is 
different in character to the Eucharist.   If anyone who has access to Zoom would like to 
join us on a regular or on an occasional basis please contact Katherine in the Parish 
Office who will advise the appropriate Zoom organiser of your details. 

On behalf of those who have attended - Alison and John Davis 
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COVID 19 
We now have the QR code displayed in the North Porch for those who have downloaded 
the NHS Covie-19 App.  It is very easy to use and should ease the whole process entering 
the church for services, which will be a great asset as the colder weather approaches. 
There is a similar QR poster, but with a different code for the Church Centre, particularly 
for those going beyond the second set of double doors.  Thank you  
We are very grateful to those who book each week in time for our Friday 3pm deadline.   
This really helps our seating arrangements, to maximise safe numbers in the Church. 
 
 
 
 

Private Prayer in our church continues in October, as follows: 

 

MONDAYS 10 am-12  

TUESDAYS 10 am-12  

WEDNESDAYS  2-4pm 

THURSDAYS 10 am-12  

FRIDAYS 10 am-12  

SATURDAYS 10 am-12 2-4pm 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday 26th , Tuesday 27th October  

and Wednesday 28th October. 

Please leave a message on the answerphone 01394 388820 or  

email parish.office@stmaryswoodbridge.org  

Thank you 

 

 

mailto:parish.office@stmaryswoodbridge.org

