
A Warm Welcome to 
ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH 

 with the Seckford Chapel,  Woodbridge 

1 6 T H  A U G U S T ,  2 0 2 0   
T H E  T E N T H  S U N D A Y  A F T E R  T R I N I T Y  

T H E  B L E S S E D  V I R G I N  M A R Y  

  Wherever we are, we are the body of Christ.  
  

FROM THE CHURCHWARDENS 

It does not seem possible that it is nearly three weeks since Father Nigel and Liz became 
Woodbridge residents. More recently they have been joined by ‘Polly’. It is welcome news 
indeed to have a dog back at the Rectory – and a black Labrador at that! 

The Church Centre has not seemed the same without lots of chatter and laughter from 
our various users and hirers, but it has been heartening at least to be able 
to begin talking about potential returns. Nothing is yet set in stone, as there is much to 
be established between those offering rooms and/or other facilities and those wishing 
to use them. However, it is a definite start. 

Recently, we have been able to tell the Mum of a young child, who professed to be 
missing everyone at church, that – on our part - the feeling was entirely mutual. Like so 
many people, we are looking forward to the time when both of our buildings are able 
again to ‘burst at the seams’ with wall-to-wall people of all ages! 

On Pages 13 & 14 you will be able to see, in the words of John and Peter, how our church 
responded from March to May to the principal Coronavirus-related instructions from 
Bishop Martin. The entries in our Services Register make interesting reading … 

It remains comforting to know that we met the ‘We’re Good to Go’ 
criteria of VisitVisit England, the National Tourist Board of England and 
are able to display the striking green and white logo. 

 

We hope that you are making the most of the summer and, as we continue to care for 
each other, please accept our love, prayers and best wishes for you, your family and 
friends. 

Barbara & Veronica 

B & V’s T@3 or .... 

Barbara and Veronica will be meeting again on Zoom at 3pm on Thursday 20th August and 
would love you to join them.  Bring your own tea (and cake??)!  To obtain the meeting 
codes, please contact Katherine on parish.office@stmaryswoodbridge.org 

mailto:parish.office@stmaryswoodbridge.org
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If Zoom isn’t your thing, but you would like B or V to phone you, please leave a message 
on the Parish Office answer ‘phone   01394 388820 and they will try to do so within a few 
days. 

THOUGHTS FROM TONY WALLER 

Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. Familiar words 
that roll off the tongue, sometimes too fast to think about them. Fortunately we are 
hardwired to buy in to the principle, BUT we live in a blame culture which, however hard 
we try, creeps into our thinking. We make judgements on a daily basis. The government 
makes decisions, either too quick, or too slow, or too indecisive! Talk about a no win 
situation. 

Part of our vocation as Christians, our mission if you like, is to be ready to display our values 
(humbly), to be loving and forgiving, slow to anger, cautious before making judgements, 
wary of apportioning blame, ready to forgive even when we feel sinned against and there 
is no expression of sorrow or regret. Gordon Wilson comes to mind as a role model., 
hitting the headlines in1987 in Enniskillen when an IRA bomb killed his daughter Marie and 
11 others and injured him. His response was mercy, not vengeance.    

There are situations which demand both justice and mercy. Sadly, abuse is in the headlines 
again. Black lives matter and accusations of parliamentary indiscretion are just two. We 
cannot, should not tolerate or condone behaviour that is unjust, plain wrong. Like the 
prophets of old we are called to speak out. Burying our heads in the sand is not an option. 

Those on the receiving end deserve better than that. They deserve our sympathy, but 
more than that, they deserve our active support. They deserve justice. And they may need 
help arriving at a point where they think of justice being tempered with mercy. 

The coin has two sides. For everyone abused there is an abuser. Very often that is 
someone who has their own problems, someone badly bruised by some event in the past. 
More often than not they are in denial, can’t recognise the damage they have done. But if 
they can be gently led to understanding the impact of their behaviours there is potential 
for penitence and reconciliation. This whole business is incredibly complex and difficult, a 
minefield in little everyday situations never mind the much more serious ones which end 
up in court. 

And how attitudes change over the years. Way back in the 1970’s I was a junior 
housemaster in loco parentis for 60 odd 11-14 year old boys and corporal punishment was 
still in vogue. I never favoured the cane, but serious misdemeanours might warrant 6 of 
the best, more usually 2 or 3. More often than not a good talking to and the threat that 
next time it would be serious did the trick. The thought of it is barbaric now but as a system 
it worked then. Most boys, given the choice would opt for the gym shoe rather than some 
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other tedious, drawn out alternative punishment. Short, sharp and over with. Most lads 
would say, “Thank you, sir.” as they left my study. May be that was because they knew it 
could have been much more severe. 

Slavery was outlawed years ago, and yet it still goes on today, in our supermarket car parks 
and brothels. Yes, we need to be aware. As Micah wrote, “What does the Lord require of 
you but to do justly, love mercy and walk humbly with your God?”   

          Tony Waller 

 

JUNIOR CHURCH 

Here is this week’s link – also available on the website - we hope you enjoy it. Feedback is 
so helpful and always welcome. 

https://padlet.com/Junior_Church_StMarys_Woodbridge/Great_Bealings_Eucharist 

With best wishes 

Virginia 

 

COLLECT AND READINGS  

 

 The Collect     

Almighty God, 
who looked upon the lowliness of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and chose her to be the mother of your only Son: 
grant that we who are redeemed by his blood 
may share with her in the glory of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

 Galatians 4.4-7 

4 When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born      
 under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we        
 might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent      
 the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ 7So you are no longer      
 a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.  

https://padlet.com/Junior_Church_StMarys_Woodbridge/Great_Bealings_Eucharist
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  Luke 1.46-55 

 

And Mary said 

46‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
48for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me,  and holy is his name. 
50His mercy is for those who fear him  from generation to generation. 
51He has shown strength with his arm;  
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
54He has helped his servant Israel,   in remembrance of his mercy, 
55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

   

SERMON 

 
 
Please see the email for Revd Peter Wintgens sermon and also our website 
www.stmaryswoodbridge.org  
 
 

THE BLESSING  

 

The peace of God,  
which passes all understanding,  
keep your hearts and minds  
in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
 
Amen  

http://www.stmaryswoodbridge.org/
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FOR THOUGHT AND PRIVATE PRAYER 

 

A PRAYER FOR ALL THOSE AFFECTED BY CORONAVIRUS 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 
be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 
that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Amen 

❖ For the Church throughout the world, for Justin and Stephen, our Archbishops, for our 
Bishops Martin and Mike, for Father Nigel (as he prepares for his work amongst us), 
for Siw, John and Peter (our retired clergy), for Andy (soon to be ordained Deacon), 
for Virginia (our licensed Children’s and Families’ Minister) and Charlotte (soon to be 
similarly licensed). 

❖ For Father Nigel & Liz, making their new home in the Rectory and acquainting 
themselves with Woodbridge 

❖ For the 1 million Rohingya people living in Cox’s Bazar refugee camp in Bangladesh, 
that Coronavirus will not spread through the camp where there are few resources and 
social distancing is impossible 

❖ For refugees fleeing hunger and violence around the world and wisdom and 
compassion for the people and the leaders of countries to which they are fleeing 

❖ For Suffolk Family Carers and support carers who have been isolated 

❖ For Service Personnel separated from their families and all who serve and live at Rock 
Barracks 

❖ For Bertie, Jordan Boss, Christopher, Derek, Barbara & Derek Cole, Phyllis Davis, Kathy 
Day, Pat O’Hagan, James and Jacob, Katy, Lindsay, Febe Pipe, Ray, Gwynneth Rhys-
Jones, Roger, Joy Shipton, Amanda Slade, Katie Smith, Iris Stock, James Tucker, 
Jennifer Workman, Joyce Whale, and all who are unwell  

❖ For Mary Pryor, who has died 

 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY 23rd August   -   Romans 12.1-8 and Matthew 16.13-20 
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NEWS & NOTICES 

 

VIRTUAL SUNDAY EUCHARIST FROM ST MARY’S, WOODBRIDGE 

Our fourth virtual Sunday Eucharist Service will be available online this Sunday 
16th August from 10 am and will remain available to view at a later date if this is more 
convenient for you. The Reverend Peter Wintgens presides and preaches.  The readers 
are Andy Pickthorn and Andy Todd, and the intercessions are led by Patrick Lovett.  Bob 
Pegnall plays the organ.  Please go to our website www.stmaryswoodbridge.org to find 
the link to Woodbridge St Mary’s Church YouTube page where the video will be hosted. 

 

Private Prayer in our church will continue during August, as follows: 

 

MONDAYS 10 am-12  5-7pm 

TUESDAYS 10 am-12   

WEDNESDAYS  2-4pm  

THURSDAYS 10 am-12   

FRIDAYS 10 am-12  5-7pm 

SATURDAYS  2-4pm  

 

We are grateful to those who maintain a discreet presence during opening times and 
would welcome offers from others.       

                                                                               Barbara & Veronica 

Some Guidance about Eucharist at 10 a.m. on Sunday  

(To promote our safety, we follow advice of Government, Church of England and 
Bishop Martin and are delighted to welcome you to Public Worship in St Mary’s) 

• The two-metre ‘rule’ applies around an individual or household or ‘bubble’, in the 
churchyard and the church. Seating and direction of travel have been marked to 
make this easy to follow 

• Entry is via the North Porch: If you need to come in via the South Door, please let  
a churchwarden know (To aid social distancing, you will be directed to a specific 
exit) 

http://www.stmaryswoodbridge.org/
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• Everyone is asked to sanitise hands on entry and exit and to maintain social 
distancing 

• While those at extra risk and the ‘clinically extremely vulnerable’ should be aware 
of the risks of attending public worship, a decision to do so is theirs alone. 

• Government guidance includes a request for names of attendees to be recorded 
and kept for 21 days to assist ‘track and trace’, if required. (We will keep them 
securely and destroyed after that time)  

• The most recent advice is that face coverings required (from 8th August) for those 
attending a place of worship, including ministers, worshippers, staff, volunteers, 
contractors and visitors, where there may be other people present 

•  
• All soft furnishings and books have been removed.  

• Parents may wish to bring a favourite toy/book from home for each child. (Please 
do discuss your family’s wishes with a churchwarden) 

• The order of service will be on paper and each person is asked to take their own 
copy home 

• The church organ will be playing, although we await the time when there will be 
singing and the chance to play brass or woodwind instruments  

• There will be no Offertory, of either the elements or collection. If you wish, 
donations/envelopes may be placed in the new large collection box, but please do 
bring your own pen to complete Gift Aid envelopes 

• Holy Communion (in one kind – the bread - only) will be offered at the service.  It is 
entirely your choice whether or not to receive it 

• Toilets will be available in the Church Centre 

• Refreshments will not be served after the service 

• The service will be shorter than usual 

• The congregation will be asked to leave a few at a time to maintain social 
distancing  

Please note that, although attendees have been asked to book places, there may still be 
some spares. In the interests of fairness, priority will be given to those who have 
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booked, but if more additional people arrive than can be accommodated safely (and this 
depends very much on the balance of individuals and those attending in households or 
‘bubbles’) they will be given priority next week.  

This is a new experience and together we are making it work!  

 

DIOCESAN E-NEWS 
If you haven't signed up for the Diocesan E-News, please do so today! Click on 
https://www.cofesuffolk.org/contact-us/subscribe-to-our-newsletters/mailchimp-
form.php and it will then appear in your Inbox every week.  

 
THE CHURCH SHOP 
We are really pleased that we are able to continue to have our church shop open 
throughout August thanks to our volunteers. Please pop in for your tea, coffee and 
chocolate Fairtrade products (and much more); don’t forget our greeting cards for every 
occasion too. 
Your purchases help raise funds for the church and support Fairtrade workers across the 
world as they seek to make a living for themselves and families. 
We’re always looking for more volunteers- come and help in the shop - we’d be really 
pleased if you were able to give some time. 
Thank you 
Sue Todd 
01394 460329 
 

  

Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as 
well as full worship services from the Church of 
England at the end of a telephone line. 
A Church of England initiative in partnership with 
CONNECTIONS at Holy Trinity Claygate, and Faith in 
Later Life 

The line – which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – has been set up 
particularly with those unable to join online church services during the period of 
restrictions in mind. 

 
 
 

https://www.cofesuffolk.org/contact-us/subscribe-to-our-newsletters/mailchimp-form.php
https://www.cofesuffolk.org/contact-us/subscribe-to-our-newsletters/mailchimp-form.php
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SHCT RIDE & STRIDE 2020 - SAVE THE DATE!    

                    
                   Saturday 12th September.  

Sponsor forms and listings of all of the 
participating churches are now available from St Mary’s Shop. This will be the 39th annual 
running of the SHCT Ride & Stride, and over 650 churches and chapels will be welcoming 
visitors (with covid-19 precautions in place) in the county. Please consider cycling, e-biking 
or walking, or sponsor one of our participants. 50% of all of monies raised by St Mary’s 
comes back to our funds. Many thanks. Greg Spray 
 

CHURCH FINANCES 

David, our Treasurer, reports that St Mary’s is currently receiving over £7,500 less per 
month than before lockdown. It does continue to benefit from automatic donations made 
by standing order/faster payments and the Parish Giving Scheme and for any of these, we 
are extremely thankful, but we should be very grateful for any (extra?) support you are 
able to offer the church for its ministry and considerable costs.  

Donations can be made in any of the following ways: 

Parish Giving Scheme  

The Parish Giving Scheme remains our preferred form of donation, but we understand 
that it is not suited to everyone’s needs. However, we hope that parishioners who 
currently use the standing order/faster payments system or make regular envelope 
donations will give thought to making a transfer to the Parish Giving Scheme.  

The Parish Giving Scheme continues to grow across the Church of England, with 30 
member dioceses now registered. In May 2020 just over 49,000 regular gifts to parishes 
were processed with around 55% of donors opting to increase their giving annually in line 
with inflation. Over £3.8 million in gifts were forwarded to 2,884 parishes, with an 
additional £900,000 in Gift Aid directly reclaimed from HMRC on behalf of parishes.  

If you need further information please speak to a Churchwarden or email 
givingsteward@stmaryswoodbridge.org  

Direct bank transfers to our cash account with Lloyds Bank via on-line or telephone 
banking. Please use your own name as the payment reference if you want us to claim any 
relevant gift aid based on declarations that we already hold or if you prefer to remain 
anonymous, that is fine.  

Please use the following details:  

Account name PCC ST MARYS WOODBRIDGE  
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Sort code 30-99-85   Account number 00124920  

Direct Debit It is now possible to set up a direct debit to St Marys by telephone. Full details 
are on our website under the “Contacts and Links” tab, and then under “Giving to St 
Marys”.  

Cheque - Please contact David Sharples treasurer@stmaryswoodbridge.org, or phone 
Barbara or Veronica. Thank you.  

Envelope Scheme - For those who usually give using the numbered envelopes and wish to 
continue with donations. may I suggest you write a cheque made out to “St. Mary's PCC, 
Woodbridge” and either post it into St. Mary's Church Centre or phone 01394383690 and 
Anne Wright will bike round to collect? Thank you.  

Paypal https://www.paypal.me/stmaryswoodbridge one-off donations via credit and 
debit cards can be made in this way  

QR code - this can be found on the home page of our own website  

https://www.stmaryswoodbridge.org/ with a suitable Smart Phone and Browser.  

GIFT AID DECLARATIONS  

For those parishioners who donate to St Marys using either the standing order/faster 
payments system, or Anne’s envelope scheme, we need to update our gift aid 
declarations to ensure we can continue to claim tax relief on your donations and that we 
have your current address.  

Many thanks to everyone who has already completed and returned a form.   

More detailed notes and a blank gift aid form are available on our website under the 
“Contacts and Links” tab in the section headed “Giving to St Mary’s”. If you fall into one 
of the above categories, or make one off donations on an ad hoc basis please look at the 
website. If you require a printed copy to complete please contact a Churchwarden or 
email parish.office@stmaryswoodbridge.org  

ONLINE SHOPPING BENEFITTING ST MARY’S 

Many of us are shopping online with Amazon right now, but did you know that you could 
donate 0.5% of your receipt to St Marys at no cost to you when shopping 
with Amazon.co.uk? If you login via https://smile.amazon.co.uk rather 
than https://amazon.co.uk, you can donate 0.5% of your receipt to a charity of your 
choice. You can register to make St Marys your charity choice by using this 
link  https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1129672-0. Depending on your settings, you may have 
to search for our charity, which you can do by entering “Church Woodbridge” in the 
search box. You will find St Mary’s listed under its full registered charity name of “The 
Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of St Mary, Woodbridge, Suffolk”. 

file:///C:/Users/vhowe/Downloads/treasurer@stmaryswoodbridge.org
http://amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1129672-0
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            Do you need HELP, or can you help?  

Andy and Sue Todd have kindly offered to match offers of help to requests.   

They may be contacted on:   
01394 460329       andyjtodd@aol.com       sjbtodd@aol.com     

NEXT WEEK’S NEWS SHEET – Please do continue to send me your ‘News’!  
parish.office@stmaryswoodbridge.org    Many thanks, Katherine. 
 
 

SERVICES, RADIO, TELEVISION & ONLINE 

PUBLIC BROADCASTING   
 
BBC Radio will broadcast a service on Sunday mornings across every local radio station in 
England, at 8.00 am on Radio Suffolk (or Radio 4 FM – 8.10)  
 
BBC Radio 3 has Choral Evensong at 3.30 pm on Sundays and Wednesdays. 
 
BBC1 Songs of Praise at 1.15 pm on Sundays (This week – 125 years of The National Trust) 
 
FROM THE DIOCESE – Live Streaming of Services    
The Cathedral continues to livestream services every day via their Facebook page.  
www.facebook.com/stedscathedral .  For full details, click on the following link:  
https://stedscathedral.org/worship/online-resource.    
  
Morning Prayer each day comes from the Bishops' Facebook page as 
usual: www.facebook.com/BishopsCofEsuffolk/ 
 
FROM ST MARY’S CHURCH WOODBRIDGE 
The next VIRTUAL PARISH EUCHARIST from St Mary’s will be on Sunday 16th August. 

 

FROM ST ANDREW’S CHURCH MELTON   – Live Streaming of Services  

While a pattern of Said Services in Ufford and Melton is emerging, details of those 

streamed by Revd Paul Hambling, Rector of Melton and Ufford & Assistant Rural Dean 

(and one of our own former Assistant Curates) may be found at 

http://www.standrewsmelton.org.uk/page67.html  

  

mailto:andyjtodd@aol.com
mailto:parish.office@stmaryswoodbridge.org
http://www.facebook.com/stedscathedral
https://stedscathedral.org/worship/online-resource
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBishopsCofEsuffolk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cleonie.ryle%40cofesuffolk.org%7Cda0b9bae877846623b4c08d7d70550d7%7C64990a9c67994442988fcb8b9e9dbb7f%7C0%7C0%7C637214290162320178&sdata=a2mOjM%2B399JmENvqAHIuQR3B%2FccmIPA2XP7QTyfgpCA%3D&reserved=0
http://www.standrewsmelton.org.uk/page67.html
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LICENSED LAY MINISTER: 

Mr Andy Todd   01394 460329 

 

CHURCHWARDENS:   

Mrs Barbara Stear   07710 229345 
Miss Veronica Howe    01394 383257 

 

      RETIRED PRIESTS: 

The Revd Dr John Hare             01394 387151 

The Revd Peter Wintgens      01394 382097 

The Revd Siw Carlsson            01394 383596 

  

PARISH OFFICE 01394 388820 

parish.office@stmaryswoodbridge.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tel:07850%20845004
mailto:parish.office@stmaryswoodbridge.org
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From our REGISTER OF SERVICES: Some Historic Entries  

(March – July 2020) 

 

17 March 2020 Because of the Coronavirus Pandemic Bishop Martin has ordained that 
Public Worship in Church shall cease until the Pandemic is over. Prayers will still be 
said and the Eucharist will be celebrated weekly but in private.  

John Hare (Retired Priest) 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday 24 March in compliance with a Civil Government Order, Bishop Martin 
ordered that all the Churches in his Diocese be locked until further notice. The 
Eucharist is not to be celebrated in the Church and both public and private prayer are 
not to be permitted. I have therefore removed the Blessed Sacrament from the 
Aumbry, left it open and switched off the light.   

John Hare (Retired Priest) 

Feast of the Annunciation, 2020 
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On Saturday 9 May the restrictions were partially lifted by Bishop Martin, which now 
enables a priest and a member of his household to celebrate the Eucharist on behalf 
of the parish. 

        Peter Wintgens (Retired Priest) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Worship resumed 

5 July 2020 

 

 

 

 

 


