
NOTICEBOARD for the week beginning Sunday 10 November

Kevan's Last Sunday as our Rector: This will be on Sunday 9th February. 
Plans are being made for a joyous celebration of his ministry. There will be 
ample opportunity to acknowledge Kevan’s huge achievements in nearly 
twenty years with us. More details to follow.

BELLS: During November the bells will fall silent while work is carried out 
to give the bells and their fittings a major overhaul, something that has not 
been done since 1935. The work will be carried out by John Taylor & Co. 
of Loughborough, a world renowned firm of bell founders and bell 
hangers. We expect the work to be completed in time for Christmas 
which will enable us to once again ring to celebrate this important time in 
the Church's calendar.
While the bells are out of action our bellringers will not be idling their time 
away. We will be joining bands in nearby churches to support them with 
their ringing.                                       Dr Bruce Wakefield (Ringing Master)
CHURCH CLEAN - Saturday 16th November 9.15  a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 
Thank you to all who have signed up. Please note that the time has been 
moved slightly to accommodate all who wish to attend Morning Prayer as 
well.
SHCT Ride & Stride: Please could I receive the completed sponsorship 
forms and monies as soon as possible in order that I can send these to 
the SHCT Ride & Stride Treasurer. Thank you very much if you have 
already sent them to me. Greg Spray
ST MARY'S MOTHERS UNION  our next meeting will be on  Thursday 
14th November  at  2:15pm  in the Church Centre where we will be 
holding a short service for  '16 Days of Activism'  Awareness & Action 
Against Gender-Based Violence. All are welcome to come, afterwards 
there will be refreshments and a short talk from Margaret Lowe on her 
recent M.U. trip to Portsmouth. We look forward to seeing you.
ALTAR GUILD Can you help us keep our linen etc. looking wonderful? We 
need one more person. Please ring Ann Stent on 01394 387671 to find 
out more.
Our  AUTUMN FAIR  will be from 10.00 a.m. - 12.00 Noon   on Saturday, 
23rd November. Please consider how you are able to support it: by 
displaying a poster,    providing items for sale or raffle,  setting up, helping 
run a stall or activity, coming along as a customer, bringing your friends, 
clearing up, or ...   There is a sign-up sheet at the back of the Church to 
help us plan. Let's make this an enjoyable occasion, at which we also 
raise some much-needed funds!



PARISH GIVING SCHEME The first direct debits under The Parish Giving 
Scheme were taken on 1 November and will be in our bank account by 
11 November. The related Gift Aid receipt will automatically follow.
Thank you to everyone who has signed up to the Parish Giving Scheme. 
For those of you who have taken a Gift Form with the intention of 
completing it, but not yet found the time, please note that a form sent in 
the next few days will, work load permitting, be processed by the Parish 
Giving Scheme for a 1 December payment.
If you currently donate to St Mary’s using the envelope scheme, and are 
transferring to the Parish Giving Scheme, please let Anne Wright know.
Please remember that The Parish Giving Scheme provides a token for 
anyone who prefers to place something in the collection – they are 
available at the back of the Church (with The Parish Giving Scheme 
literature) from today. The tokens are recycled after each service and 
available again the following week.
ENVELOPE SCHEME for regular giving Boxes of envelopes for the year 
beginning 1st December 2019 will be available for collection in church 
from Sunday 17th November.  
If you have joined the new Parish Giving Scheme and no longer want 
envelopes please let me know.
Individuals are provided with their own numbered envelopes within the 
scheme. This enables people to give, using the envelopes, and only sign 
one piece of paper if they wish and are able to gift aid – the church can 
claim back 25p for every pound given by taxpayers. The money given is 
recorded so that at the end of the tax year a claim can be made. It is not 
necessary to promise a set amount as happened with covenanting. 
Envelopes can also be used to prompt regular giving by non-tax payers. 
Pew envelopes are aimed at the casual visitor who would like to give and 
is able to gift aid by completing the front of the envelope. These should 
not be used regularly by members of the congregation as they have to be 
recorded individually and thus creates extra work !   	                      
Anne Wright (tel. 01394 383690) or at 10am service
A CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP Some of us are hoping to set up a 
group, in the New Year, where we encourage one another in the practice 
of regular meditation.
The method involves the repetition of a single word faithfully and lovingly 
for a period of time. This is a very ancient Christian way of prayer that was 
recovered for modern Christians by the Benedictine monk John Main 
(1926 - 1982). 



In the words of Paul Harris ‘It is the daily spiritual practice and discipline 
that opens us up to the indwelling spirit of the Lord and that bears fruit in 
our everyday life and relationships.’
We aim to meet weekly on a Tuesday evening between 5:15 and 6:15 in 
the Seckford Room and we will welcome anyone who would like to learn 
about this practice as well as those who are already  familiar with it. 
If you are interested and would like to know more please contact the 
Parish Office on 01394 388820 or speak to Alison Davis or Caroline 
Hawksley. 
PEW SHEET Heather is on holiday and the Parish Office closed during 
the week beginning Monday 18 November.  Please let her have items for 
the pew sheets covering 17 and 24 November by Thursday.  Many 
thanks.
RAISE FUNDS FOR THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S - IPSWICH 
SCHOOL PROM CONCERT - SUNDAY 24TH NOVEMBER 3.30 PM  
The School Prom in St. Mary’s Church will raise funds for the Church’s 
upkeep. This year it is presented by Ipswich School’s Chamber Orchestra, 
Chapel Choir and School Choral Society. The programme will include 
works by Pachelbel, Grieg, Michael Nyman, Jeremiah Clarke, and there 
will be extracts from Handel’s Messiah. We will end with a Last Night of 
the Proms singalong! PLEASE COME WITH YOUR FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS. Tickets on the door (cash only)  £10 /adult. Children come free.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - CITIZENS ADVICE LEISTON relies on 
volunteer advisers to provide the advice service used every year by 
hundreds of East Suffolk people. We are looking for NEW volunteers to 
join the team. If you want to burst out of your bubble, exercise your grey 
cells and be part of a dedicated band of volunteers, please contact the 
manager Martin Jones on 01728 832193 or email him: 
bureau@leistoncab.cabnet.org.uk. He will  set up a meeting for you to 
learn more, meet other volunteers and staff, discuss your skills and 
options and hopefully … SIGN UP!
Remember CAB Leiston holds regular advice sessions, from 10 a.m. -12 
noon, at Woodbridge Library every Monday and Framfield Surgery every 
Thursday. www.leistoncab.org
PASTORAL REORGANISATION: Last Sunday, we were able to make 
public the news of the proposed linking of the parishes of St Mary's 
Woodbridge, with St Mary's, Great Bealings. The Diocese had given the 
go-ahead to members of their current benefice (Playford, Culpho, Little 
Bealings and Great Bealings) to look for other partner parishes. Great 
Bealings approached us and, after due consideration, our PCC approved 
the idea unanimously; it has also been passed by the Deanery Synod, as 
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part of the legal process, which may take up to nine months or so to 
complete.
Several existing links will be ripe for development and our new incumbent 
will be responsible for both parishes. As more information becomes 
available, it will be shared.
OUR NEXT RECTOR: Guided by the Diocese, and with St Mary's, Great 
Bealings, the PCC is working through the statutory process to appoint a 
new incumbent. To that end, on Wednesday there was a meeting with 
Bishop Mike, the Acting Archdeacon, the Rural Dean and Lay Chair of the 
Deanery Synod. Preparations for advertising the role are underway, the 
shape of the two 'interview days' at the end of January is currently being 
moulded and there will be more news in due course. It is hoped that the 
new person may be with us from the spring.

Please do hold Kevan in your prayers as he faces a time of great 
change.


