
3rd Before Advent 

‘Blah, Blah, Blah!’ That’s not the name of ABBA’s much 
awaited, newly released Album. It is the rallying call of fellow 
Swede, Greta Thunberg. It is very much an Advent, John the 
BapAst moment: stop all the poliAcal niceAes and the 
rehearsed speeches; stop preaching even, and get out there 
and do something to save the planet! 

Our Churches would not be spared from her criAcal eye! 
‘Your lightbulbs at St Mary’s Great Bealings are not 
LEDs’…’Are those plasAc cups I see lurking in the cupboards of 
St Mary’s House kitchen? Where are your solar panels? What 
are those dangerous looking electric heaters in your church 
hall?’ The list of demands would go on, but rightly so, if we 
are all to wake up to the shared calling to read and mark the 
overheated, red traffic lights, which must turn GREEN, and 
stay conAnually green. 

As menAoned last week and again in our pewsheet, everyone 
is invited to take a personal pledge card and think of three big 
lifestyle changes we individually promise to make on the last 
day of this ChrisAan year, the Feast of Christ the King. We are 
well past this being a gesture or a token; it is Ame to lead 
from the front. Where, perhaps, I differ from the philosophy 
of some acAvists, is that it is pointless to react simply out of 
feelings of guilt, because I have always believed ‘guilt’ to be a 
worthless emoAon, haven’t you? There’s even talk of ‘climate 
anxiety’ as a form of depression and that’s not a good place 



either from which to contribute and take part in our shared 
calling to go three steps greener. 

Of course, today’s Gospel is only too familiar and in the 
context of Glasgow and the United NaAons, I would dare to 
suggest that, metaphorically, we shouldn’t leave Zebedee 
behind in the boat all on his own with the hired men. 
Everyone is included in the call to save the oceans and clean 
up our streams of living water. As Mother Theresa rightly 
said: 

“You may think that what you can do is only a drop in the 
ocean but the ocean is made up of drops.” 

Today is a good day, then, to thank God for so many different 
vocaAons and how varied and challenging many of them are. 
I thought that the pandemic has taught us to value so much 
more, those who should have serious salary increases: 
whether they are teachers or lorry drivers or nurses, but I am 
not so sure now. So o]en our promises and pledges seem to 
get stuck on amber and we fail to carry through our best 
hopes and desires, commitment and care. 

Mea Culpa! 

St Mark provides us with an urgent, atmospheric, even 
romanAc se^ng by the Sea of Galilee and if Simon and 
Andrew were given a voice of their own, they may be 
warning us that the vocaAon to follow Jesus is too 
demanding; not all of us want to be in the limelight, 
addressing huge crowds one minute and being whisked off 
into a black van the next; not all of us want to engage with 



the everyday parish jobs which every parish priest would love 
to see not just filled, but acAvely encouraged and enjoyed; 
not all of us like to live with any kind of risk or uncertainty. 

I can only suggest to you, and you can pick your favourite 
saint or sinner as an exemplar here, uncertainty does not 
mean ‘unfaithful’ any more than risk means ‘insecure’. Surely 
we believe in a God of hope who will use our faithfulness and 
use our varied gi]s to explore and exploit what it means to 
flourish and grow in God’s kingdom on earth and what it 
means most of all, to discover the pearl of great price, the 
treasure which is only Christ’s to give. 

Last night’s wonderful modern, musical re-telling of the 
young Jewish girl’s diaries, Ann Frank, (with Woodbridge 
Choral Society) makes me wonder whether her vocaAon was 
not simply to suffer and die but, even more importantly: to 
write down her own courageous ‘Annexe’ story which now 
lives on and can never die. 

So please write down and pledge what you can do to bring 
back some new green shoots, some fresh life and renewing 
energy, as individuals and, as a ChrisAan community. Bring 
back some historic Judaeo-ChrisAan hope, well beyond 
COP-26, and let it be known who has inspired us. 

Amen.  



  


