
MAUNDY THURSDAY 2021 

The origins of ‘Maundy money’ goes back properly to the reign of 
Charles 2nd. Its more personal, hands-on distribu@on is much later 
and associated with King George 5th, to reflect the prac@cal 
‘mandatum’ of Jesus to his disciples at the Last Supper: “to love 
one another, as I have loved you.” Under our Queen who was the 
first in our history to take this money out of London, so to speak, 
visits different Cathedrals each year. As she is 94 years young: 94 
women and men local to the different Dioceses, will receive their 
giU (albeit by post this year because of ongoing restric@ons) with 
her hearXelt thanks - for their contribu@on to community life and 
service. 

Norman Porter (churchwarden @ Great Belaings) was one such 
recipient in his ‘salad days’ (or early 70s I think he said to me) at 
our Cathedral Church – and the ‘evidence’ has been framed for all 
of you to see. Please do take a closer look at the back of church! 

The Queen says that it is one of her most rewarding du@es as 
Sovereign to observe this highly significant ceremony at such an 
important point in the Chris@an calendar. It is said that she 
interacts informally with the Maundy recipients, some of whom 
have also given her giUs in return. One par@cipant handed her a 
jar of marmalade – but I cannot confirm this represented the WI 
whom, I thought, preferred jam! 

But more seriously, I like to think of this occasion so in@mately 
connected with today, as quite the opposite of the New Year’s 
Honours list which has become overly poli@cized and ‘celebrity’-
based. I like to think that all our recipients of Maundy coins 
represent the opposite. Instead, they are marked out by their 



humility and stamped by their willing service. This invariably goes 
unno@ced in our tabloids and social media because, so oUen, their 
work is voluntary and ‘hidden’ from the cameras. 

Imagine this year of all years, drawing up the Queen’s list of 
recipients when there are so many people to thank and treasure. 
AUer another year of pandemic and the frontline bahle between 
life and death represented by so many nurses, carers, doctors and 
scien@sts, the irony is that these are the people at the point of 
collapse and exhaus@on. They should be showered with gra@tude 
and, yes, a lot more coins and notes as well! 

It is not too roman@c a link to see Jesus on his knees in solidarity 
with the weakest and all who suffer, offering a sponge of cool 
water to refresh and anoint their feet, literally. Although we can’t 
do it this year, the symbolic washing of feet in Church is a powerful 
and drama@c reminder of what Christ would do at the bedside, 
the roadside, the prison refectory, the foodbank, the 
hospice….and to us! It is no accident that in all our cathedrals 
today, the holy oils of anoin@ng will s@ll be blessed for this year’s 
bap@sms, confirma@ons and ordina@ons, and of holy chrism for 
the sick and dying. 

The sacramental life we all believe in and live by is a lot more than 
just ‘symbolism’ or ‘ceremony’. Instead these ac@ons are the 
divine contact, channel, and communica@on for God’s con@nuing 
grace and power to touch, heal and transform us. The ‘mandatum’ 
is something very tangible, tac@le we would say, something very 
physical and real in our lives, because ‘to love one another’ is 
actually at the heart of every Chris@an voca@on. It is at the centre 
of all our desire and longing. And it isn’t op@onal. It is expected of 
us by the one holding the towel around his waist, wai@ng on us, 



and showing us, his real sacramental presence. This servant king 
who tomorrow is led to the Cross, simply asks that we journey 
with him and stay with him to discover this truth for ourselves 
and, take courage. 

That great former Archbishop of York, Eric Milner-White, offered 
this prayer back in 1951 which, I believe, will never go out of date: 

“Almighty God, who didst disclose the secret of precedence in thy 
kingdom, when hands that had fashioned the earth washed the 
disciples’ feet: Put away from us all pride of place and possession, 
that, serving our brethren in season out of season, we may be 
found worthy of that part in thy Son which can never be taken 
away: who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one 
God, world without end.” AMEN. 

Maundy Thursday, Altar of Repose 



 


