
Address given at Zoom Evening Prayer on Sunday 7th February 2021 

Reading: John 1:1-14 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be always 
acceptable in your sight, O Lord our strength and our redeemer. 

I have just been reading the book Living in Love and Faith, recently published by 
the Church of England. I shan’t even begin to summarise what is contained in its 
480 pages. There are plenty of resources around on various websites and we shall 
soon all be encouraged to participate in the debate on the Living in Love and Faith 
project. But a word that figures frequently in the book, indeed is part of its sub-title, 
is identity. 

Our Gospel today presents, in its familiar and poetic language, as clear a statement 
of the identity of Christ as we are given anywhere in scripture. Clear, yet 
acknowledged to be amongst the most complex theological statements of our faith, 
a profound insight into the one in whom we discover our own identity. 

The evangelist starts not with the human story of Jesus, like his counterparts 
Matthew and Luke, but jumps us straight back to time before the world was created.  
The Greek phrase en archē, in the beginning, is that used in the creation account in 
Genesis. It is God’s creative word that makes all things, and part of Jesus’ identity is 
as his new creation. He is the ‘word’, the wisdom and knowledge that is the first 
fruit and the universal agent of creation; he is the ‘light’ that was the first created 
thing. 

So John identifies Jesus was God’s way of communicating with us, his word 
speaking to us. Just as our words work to explain our minds to others, so Jesus 
explains the nature of God by living among us. The Greek word for lived or dwelt in 
verse 14 is eskenosen which literally means ‘pitched his tent’ or ‘was tabernacled’, 
his glory, fulfilling the messianic prophecies in Isaiah and elsewhere, being 
incarnated in an uncertain, mobile dwelling: human flesh. 



The question of Jesus’ identity is as important to us today as then. But we can all 
too easily push it to the back of our mind as we go about our daily activities. In part, 
this is because the whole nature of the divine, being ineffable, is hard to express and 
define. Yet it is, perhaps paradoxically, best reached through this incarnation of 
Jesus, the “word made flesh”. His identity as the Son is the bridge between the 
perfection of the Father and our human potential to grow towards and into him.  

The other reason we push it away is that the identity of Jesus is visible, and often to 
a heightened degree, in others. His glory, the constant light that is the manifestation 
of God’s presence with us, shines through the faces of those around us. But we are 
that World John speaks of that neither recognises nor accepts. 

We turn away because it is too challenging, risky and demanding. You see, once we 
look directly into Jesus’ eyes in others, we have to respond, both to him and to 
them. We shall more readily learn to live in love with all and in our faith in Jesus 
through this understanding of his identity that John has shared with us. 


