
TRINITY 17 

I am assuming you all walked or cycled to Church today? I did get an 
e-mail on Friday to say that one petrol sta:on in Suffolk is s:ll open, 
but the writer did not say which one! And then to cheer us further 
we are told energy prices will make our winter harder, more 
expensive; even comparison websites are losing gas and electric 
companies to compare, faster than we are recrui:ng lorry drivers! 

Our Epistle writer says: ‘Are any among you suffering? Are any 
cheerful?’ At the moment we seem to driJ like the weather into 
great areas of high pressure and equally great areas of low pressure, 
unsure of any firm founda:ons be they poli:cal, economic, or dare I 
say, spiritual? Perhaps our Parish ‘Time Away’ on Wednesday next 
week, Michaelmas day, in Brandeston is well :med - and a chance to 
do a different kind of re-fuelling,  a chance to be more s:ll and to 
pray. 

One of the recurring themes for our churches right now is how to not 
simply regroup aJer Lockdown and do everything in the same ways 
as before? Are we being called to discover new ways of service with 
deeper wells of faith? Are we being called to share our giJs and 
talents more instead of holding them back? And are we able to 
translate today’s Biblical excerpts, for example, into the demands of 
our everyday worries or pressures? 

One of the reasons that I ask is because tomorrow I am giving out 
new Bibles as a giJ from us, to all the Year 6 children @ St Mary’s CE 
Primary. I know they will be excited and happy to receive them and 
use them. But what if the page falls open on this first passage from 
James and they read about Elijah praying fervently that it may not 
rain – for 3 and a half years? Then he prayed again and we are told, 
‘the earth gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.’ Or what if the 
page falls open from our Gospel with all this drama:c talk of limbs 
being cut off or an eye cut out, about this talk of being thrown into 



hell, to the unquenchable fire? There is surely something scary, 
fana:cal even, in tone and context, of what is being said – enough for 
me to worry at least that God could be mistaken for a tyrant or Jesus 
as some kind of recruit for the ‘Taliban’ who only ins:ls fear or 
violence. Will everything be be\er if we take salt tablets? Will we feel 
calmer? 

I am exaggera:ng, of course, but if the eyes and ears of young 
children discover ancient texts for the first :me like these, it is so 
important that they (like us) are steered well clear of any kind of 
what, I would call, literalism. So oJen the evoca:ve language and 
imagery being used has to be seriously stripped back, in order to 
discover a kernel of truth, a kernel of meaning let alone, a code, to 
live by. In other words, the Bible should come with a serious health 
warning and with sensi:ve, skilful handling. 

I don’t mind owning up now that when certain games aJernoons 
were coming up, as a child, I used to pray the opposite to Elijah – and 
for huge downpours of rain – there is a good one in the Book of 
Common Prayer (but it only said ‘moderate rain and showers’), so I 
embellished a li\le! But isn’t my prayer and yours, for the children of 
today, that their understanding of the scriptures will grow enough to 
become a source of inspira:on and encouragement for all our 
futures? 

This is surely what the great Saint Augus:ne was spelling out in our 
Collect, our prayer for the week: “Our hearts are restless :ll they find 
their rest in you. Pour your love into our hearts and draw us to 
yourself…” 

Something we touched upon at our recent Benefice joint PCC 
Mee:ng, was the importance of an ongoing teaching and faith 
explorer’s programme, welcoming all. Another wish was for a new 
First Communion programme for Children aged 7 years plus. Another 
was the con:nuing provision for our annual retreats and pilgrimages. 



These are all sure signs of ‘Growing in God’ and trying to move 
beyond the latest news headlines to discover richer treasures, 
treasures of faith and love and learning which will mature and last.  

Our Bap:sm was only the beginning of that very exci:ng journey 
with Christ by our side, the same Christ who can teach us new ways 
of speaking about and sharing the Scriptures and, new ways of being 
sacramental signs each to the other: of God’s goodness and grace. So 
let’s look posi:vely to the months ahead about re-igni:ng our 
Chris:an communi:es and outreach. Let’s focus more on 
partnerships, on teamwork - what we can do well together – and 
then discover how much our prayer lives can make a difference! With 
St Augus:ne and Mary, the Mother of our Lord, let us dare to make 
the impossible, possible. 

AMEN 


