
Why are you all here?  The weather’s not very nice, the 
pews are hard and uncomfortable and we’re in the middle 
of a disease pandemic the like of which we’ve never seen 
before. Yet we’ve come together here. Why; what’s our 
reasoning, our motivation? 


Firstly I want to suggest that we all don’t not believe in God. 
Notice the double negative - I’m not saying we all believe in 
God. But neither belief nor doubt is the same as certainty. 
Each one of us has levels of belief and unbelief - the two 
balance each other, it’s nothing to be reticent about. For 
some it’s, say, 80% belief and 20% unbelief; for others it’s 
these percentages reversed, 20% belief and 80% unbelief; 
for some it might be 50/50 with belief and doubt equally 
balanced. It’s possible that amongst us there are card-
carrying atheists - 100% certain that God doesn’t exist - 
and if so you are still very welcome. But for almost all of us, 
and I would suggest for all of us, belief and doubt co-exist, 
albeit in differing proportions.


Secondly, we’re here because we think that God, if he (or 
she, but I’ll call God he), if he exists, is interested in us and 
will want to communicate with us and give us guidelines as 
to how he wants us to conduct our lives.  That stands to 
reason. If our picture of God is that of the seventeenth 
century Deists: a divine watchmaker who puts together this 
world in all it’s intricate detail, winds it up, sets it going and 
then walks away from it, having lost all interest; if that’s 
what we think then we are wasting our time trying to 
communicate with him and we’d have done better to stay 
at home. No, we’re here because we feel communication is 
possible, however imperfectly.  




Up to this point people of all religions will agree with me.  
But differences will emerge with what we will explore next; 
what form did or does that communication with God take?


Some say that it is through a book. The best known 
example of this is Islam. Moslems believe that the Koran is 
the literal and sacred word of God, dictated to the Prophet 
Mohammed and containing the complete code, blueprint if 
you like, for the conduct of life. We Christians too have a 
book - the Bible - and it’s an important record of humanity’s 
encounter with God. But it’s not the core of our religion. 


Others base their Faith on the sayings and life of a Great 
Teacher. Siddharta Gautama, known as the Buddha, was a 
magnetic teacher whose legacy is valued by all, not only 
those who follow the religion named after him. We 
Christians too have the legacy of great teachers, pre-
eminently Jesus himself, but the core of our belief is not 
found in this. 


Our Christian religion is based on Incarnation, the belief that 
this almighty God became human, became one of us. We 
share this belief with Hinduism. Hindus believe that, at 
times of major trouble and disaster, the God Vishnu, who is 
the protector and preserver of all that lives, has assumed an 
earthly form, usually human, and helped to put things right. 
Ten incarnations of Vishnu are recorded, including as Rama 
and Krishna. 


The idea that God will take human form and intervene to 
put things right is one we share with our Hindu brothers and 
sisters, but there is a major difference between us. Whereas 
they believe that God became an incarnate being several 



times but never for a whole lifespan, we believe that this 
incarnation occurred only once, but that this was for a 
whole life, from birth to death, from cradle to grave. 


The enormity of this belief is almost incomprehensible. For 
all other religions God is a God of infinite power and 
remains totally in control at all times. But in Christianity we 
discover a God who allowed himself to be made totally 
vulnerable; one who was willing to subject himself to 
whatever humanity, that is, whatever we, would do to him. 
To submit even to be tortured to death  


We have to ask why; why should God do this. The answer 
is in a single word; love. God’s love, made perfect in human 
weakness.  


God loved - and still loves - humanity. And one of the 
characteristics of true love is a desire to be with the 
beloved, to share in the life of the beloved; to share in their 
pleasures and pains, their joy and their suffering. And, 
because he loves us, that is what God did; he shared 
completely in our human life, from birth to death, from 
cradle to grave. 


And that sharing, that union, goes beyond death; it is to be 
permanent, to be forever. What God did is share in our 
earthly lives that we might share for ever in his heavenly life. 


This is the event, this is the gift we celebrate today. The 
knowledge that, in the turmoil of this dreadful pandemic, 
the love of God shines through. He is with us; he will always 
be with us. To the end of time and into eternity. 





