
Address given at Zoom Evening Prayer on Sunday 24th January 2021 

Reading: John 2:1-11 

May the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be always 
acceptable in your sight, O Lord our strength and our redeemer. 

“What’s your party trick, then?”  

That’s a question that was often asked in my party-going youth. In a recent survey 
of the Top 40 party-tricks, number 31 was the dentally challenging opening a bottle 
with the teeth. More popular were making shadow puppets, and peeling an orange 
in one piece. Mine was lighting a match from a match-book with one hand. 

None of these come close to the turning of water into wine. I hesitate to call this a 
party-trick, since no-one but his mother and the servants knew what he had done. 
In the evangelist’s words, this was “the first of the signs that Jesus did, revealing his 
glory”.  

The story takes place on the third day after the descent of the Holy Spirit on Christ 
at the Jordan. The timing recalls the third day of creation and the divine power over 
the waters. More importantly, it points us to the resurrection. But that, as he tells 
his mother, is an hour that is yet to come. 

How do you hear those words addressed to her? They could sound irritated, tetchy 
at the interruption. Or bemused and teasing, as the actor in the 1999 TV miniseries 
delivered them. Or angry at the demands put on him by others? Certainly, we begin 
to feel a sense here of his great humanity. 

Then he sets about the task of transforming the water into wine. The stone jars, we 
are told, were used for the rites of purification. Stone because the Jews thought that 
it would not retain impurities, unlike the everyday unglazed pottery which would be 
broken since it could not be made ritually clean. Evidence from archaeology tells us 
that these jars were typically cut on a lathe from single blocks of limestone. They 
were huge, each holding 90 litres and probably standing a metre and a half tall. 



Now we, with the disciples, begin to glimpse his glory. Despite the chemical 
impossibility of turning H2O into C2H5OH, Jesus transforms the inadequate and 
exhausted store of water into more than abundant wine. And we are still drinking 
this abundant wine today. 

This is no party trick. The events of the third day promise to transform our lives, 
turning our watery human natures into the richness of his new wine. All that we 
need to do is to follow that same instruction given by his mother to the servants: 
“Do whatever he tells you”. And in John’s next chapter, this will take us from water 
and wine to water and Spirit. 

Amen 


