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Major Matthew Teeling of the 23 Parachute Engineer (Air Assault) Regiment, based at 

Rock Barracks, but on operational service in South Sudan, with the two young children 

who inspired his appeal for clothes, books, games and toys for the children in the 

Protection of Civilians Camp there. Thanks to the local response, which among others, 

came from St Mary’s School, Church and 2
nd

 Woodbridge (St Mary’s) Guides, the team 

was able to kit out 70 children (see page 5) 
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Shop Fairtrade on 
Market Hill 

 

Fairtrade products are about better prices, 
decent working conditions, local 

sustainability and fair terms for farmers 
and workers in the developing world. 

 

Pop into St Mary’s Shop to browse and 
choose from a variety of Fairtrade 
products for sale (some organic) 

 

 
Coffee and Tea 

* 

Dried Fruit 
* 

Nuts 
* 

Chocolate 
* 

Sugar  

*  

Cocoa 
* 

Biscuits  
 

Fairtrade product choices will improve lives 
 

We are open  
Sunday        1115-1215 
Monday       1000-1600 
Tuesday       1000-1600 
Thursday     1000-1600 
Friday          1000-1600 
Saturday      1000-1300 

 

debit/credit cards accepted 

 

Come and see for yourself 

St Mary’s Shop 11 Market Hill 

01394 383000 
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From the Revd Dr John Hare 
 

As I write this in mid-March the world seems to have suddenly 
become a very threatening place. Europe is facing the relentless 
advance of the coronavirus; today both Church and State have 
issued warnings and restrictions more drastic than anything we 
have seen in peacetime. War, involving fervent ideology, rages in 
the Middle East and is in danger of spilling over into the West. 
Looming in the background is the reality of global warming, the 
fact that, due to the number and lifestyle of the human race, our 
planet is overheating at a rate that will drastically and harmfully change it within a few 
generations. And there is total confusion over all of these issues: what should we do about 
them, what can we do about them, what are we willing to do about them, and, whatever 
we do, how much will it influence the outcome? 
 

In the midst of all this confusion Christians will celebrate Easter; celebrate the event nearly 
2,000 years ago in Judea, when Jesus of Nazareth who had been cruelly executed was 
revealed to his followers to have returned to life. Jesus of Nazareth, who was called the 
Messiah, the Christ; the man whom his followers believed was the Son of God and who 
embodied God himself. The Son of God who became human, and by so doing gave up the 
privilege of being able to defend himself by superhuman means. The Son of God whom 
humans found it impossible to live with and hounded to death with the utmost cruelty. 
 

So, why the Resurrection? Surely Jesus’ encounter with humanity had been so dreadful 
that, by any stretch of the imagination, he should just have walked away and abandoned 
humanity to its fate. So, why come back? 
 

I believe this question is answered in one word – Love. If love is really true, the lover has 
an overwhelming desire to be with the beloved, to share in the life of the beloved, 
whatever that may bring, a desire that overrides everything else. And so I believe that the 
Resurrection is the ultimate confirmation of that Divine Love; confirmation of the fact that, 
however bad we as individuals or as the human race treat Him, God will never abandon us. 
He will always be with us, always love us, come what may.  
  

does this help us in the present; does it find a cure for coronavirus, prevent global warming 
or correct destructive ideologies? No, of course it doesn’t; those problems are for us to 
solve. But Faith in a God who loves and who cares, both for us and for the whole of 
Creation, does strengthen us to find those solutions.  
 

With my love, John 
 

A new Rector is appointed 
 

The next Rector of St Mary’s Woodbridge and Priest-in-Charge of St Mary’s Great Bealings 
will be The Revd Nigel Prior, who is currently Vicar of Mayfield and Five Ashes in the 
Diocese of Chichester. Nigel’s Institution and Induction Service will take place at 7.00 pm 
on Tuesday 9 June at St Mary's Church, Woodbridge. All are welcome. 

Churchwardens 
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St Mary’s Church, Great Bealings. 

Painting by Thomas Churchyard (1798-1865) 

 

St Mary’s, Great Bealings 
 

An entirely new chapter is 
opening up in the history of 
St Mary’s, Great Bealings, as 
we move towards joining up 
with St Mary’s, Woodbridge 
in what could be readily 
styled the ‘Seckford 
Benefice’. 
 

This is because the two 
churches and parishes are 
closely linked by the 
Seckford connections, dating 
back to the 16

th
 century. 

Links were again strong in the 
19

th
 century, as the so-called 

‘Woodbridge Wits’ and residents of the various large houses in and around 
Woodbridge formed a strong cultural and social network. This brought in the likes of 
Edward Fitzgerald, Lord Hatherley (Lord Chancellor), Bernard Barton (poet), Thomas 
Churchyard (painter), Major Moor of Great Bealings House, Sir Augustus Fraser (on 
Wellington’s staff at the Battle of Waterloo), Sir David Wilkie (Scottish painter), G B 
Airey (Astronomer Royal) and Robert Southey (Poet Laureate). There was significant 
intermarriage between these families.  
 

Seckford memorial 
These links, both 16

th
 century and Victorian, impacted on St Mary’s Church, Great 

Bealings. We have a Tudor brickwork porch (pictured opposite), erected by Thomas 
Seckford in memory of his parents, and a Seckford memorial inside the church. Much 
of the sanctuary is taken up with various memorials to members of the Moor family. 
Edward Fitzgerald presented us with a special carved chair. Canon Moor, son of Major 
Moor, was Rural Dean in this area, and, like so many other Victorian Rectors, 

transformed the building. Personal tragedy spurred him to 
draw up his list of 100 tasks – duly accomplished. 
 

In more recent times we have had our own little list, and 
have had constructed outside facilities with storehouse, 
mains water, heating, decorating, and have re-roofed the 
north side of the building and created basic kitchen 
facilities. The pew-seats remain unyielding, but otherwise 
we have done our best to be fit for 21

st
 century use. 

 

Pictured left: A medieval-style ‘poppy head’ (bench end). 

The dog symbolises the Seckford family. 
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That use extends way beyond the once-a-month church service. To use a £3m building 
for just a couple of hours a month (plus religious festivals) would be criminal, and so, 
together with the more secular Friends of Great Bealings Church, we put on regular 
events: talks, concerts, festivals (creative arts, historical). We also promote the wildlife 
dimension of the churchyard, together with observation cabin. All this is helped by 
being situated amidst beautiful undulating water-meadows, just up from the River 
Lark, and from having car-parking facilities for around 80 vehicles. Our snowdrops and 
avenue of limes are legendary. 
 

Norman Porter 
Churchwarden, Great Bealings St Mary 

 
 

Forthcoming events at St Mary’s, 
Great Bealings 
 

Sunday 5 April: Family Communion & AGM 1000 
Sunday 12 April: Easter Day Service 1000 
Saturday 25 April: Plant Sale in aid of Gt & Lt Bealings 

Churches. Bealings Village Hall 1000-1200 

Sunday 3 May: Family Communion 1000 
Friday 29 May: Eastern Icons: Talk by Dr John Hare, then 

picnic 1400-1700 Gt Bealings St Mary 
Saturday 6 June: Gt Bealings Open Gardens 

1400-1700 Meet at church; drinks afterwards 

Sunday 7 June: Family Communion 1000 
Pictured: The Seckford Porch 

 
 

Supporting children in South Sudan  
 

Major Matt Teeling was on operational duties in South Sudan 
when, in the nearby Protection of Civilians Camp, he was 
shocked to see small children with ‘little to no clothing or 
shoes, covered in fleas, playing and washing in the adjacent 
sewerage ditch, with no resource to learn, and only three 
toys (broken plastic tractors on a string), sharing a trough to 
drink out of.’ He launched an appeal through St Mary’s 
School for clothing, shoes, toys, stationery and wet-wipes, 
and the response was such that in February he was able to 

kit out 70 children, with extra items given to other children, to women for themselves 
and their babies, and to the school/orphanage. While other local people contributed 
too, St Mary’s School sent off around 60 packages before Christmas. Later, it was 
possible to send a further 111 – packed largely by 2

nd
 Woodbridge (St Mary’s) Guides 

– from the church, Brownies and Guides, with help from Deben WI and a generous 
monetary donation from two masonic sources. Pictured: Major Keeling with the two 

children he saw playing in the dirt, who prompted his appeal. 
Veronica Howe 



6 | 
 

Events, dear Friends! 
 

At the time of writing, coronavirus is still on 
the march and public events are getting 
cancelled all over the place. Here’s hoping St 
Mary’s stays immune and a busier than ever 
programme of events supporting the Friends 
can go ahead. After handing over £40,000 
last year we have been able to donate 
another £8,000 to the Church Fabric Fund so 
your support really is very much 
appreciated! Illuminati’s concert, ‘Songs for 
Springtime’, has been postponed, but other concerts to look forward to are: 

 

04 Apr Voices in harmony: Around the world in song 
22 Apr Talk: John Clarkson: A hero for our town (after AGM) (see below) 
10 May  Tango Innominado and Octave – think Argentina 
20 Jun Canticum: Grand English Anthems, with this superb London choir 
30 Aug  Rabble Chorus, local choir with an eclectic mix of songs 
10 Oct Showstopper Concert:  Mike Warden’s show-time singers 
4 & 5 Dec Further Showstopper Concerts 

 

Following last year’s superb Woodbridge Prom Concert by Ipswich School, we are 
arranging a date (sometime in November) and performers for this year’s bash. 
Additional Friends’ events may well appear on the calendar, depending on local 
enthusiasm and the health of the nation. 
 

What else? We are in the process of updating the Friends website as a vehicle for 
recruiting new Friends and updating on who we are and what we do. Feedback and 
comment always welcome. 

NC 
 

‘A hero for our town’ 
 

That hero is John Clarkson, brother of Thomas, both friends of 
William Wilberforce, who worked together to abolish the slave 
trade. The Clarksons, you may remember, featured in Simon 
Schama’s television documentary and subsequent book, 
‘Rough Crossings: Britain, the Slaves and the American 
Revolution’. Clarkson lived in Woodbridge – there’s a Blue 
Plaque to mark his home on what is now Barclay’s Bank – and 

his grave is in St Mary’s Churchyard. There will be a very special speaker at St Mary’s 
Church Centre at 6.30 for 7.00 pm on 22 April, when John Clarkson’s three-times great 
grandson, David Keeling, will be speaking on ‘John Clarkson, a hero for our town’ on 
behalf of the Friends of St Mary’s.  
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Celebrate Easter at St Mary’s 

 
 

Bishop Mike to visit 
 

Pictured right: We will be welcoming The Right Reverend Dr 
Mike Harrison, Bishop of Dunwich, to St Mary’s on Easter 
morning, when he will preside and preach at the Parish 
Eucharist (10.00 am). 

 

Easter music  
 

The choir and organists will again lead our Easter worship 
with some rich and inspiring music: 
 

Good Friday 
Lacrimosa from Mozart’s Requiem 
Crucifixus – Lotti 
Is it nothing to you? – F A Gore-Ousley 
O Saviour of the world – John Goss 
Jesus remember me – Taizé 
 

Easter Day Eucharist 
Coronation Mass (Gloria, Sanctus, Benedictus and Agnus Dei) – Mozart 
O rejoice that the Lord has arisen (Easter Hymn) – Mascagni 
 

Easter Day Evensong 
Introit: This joyful Eastertide 
Responses: Elizabethan – William Smith of Durham 
Magnificat & Nunc Dimittis in D – George Dyson 
Anthem: Ye choirs of new Jerusalem – C V Stanford 
Vesper: The Lord bless you and keep you – John Rutter 
 

There may be variations at Evensong with both the introit and anthem. 
 

Bob Pegnall, Director of Music 
 

Easter lilies 
 

Would you like to buy a lily in memory of a loved one this 
Easter? If so, please let the Parish Secretary have her/his 
name in capital letters (to avoid mistakes) and £3.50 per lily 
by Palm Sunday (5 April) at the latest. The lilies, with the 
names, will then be arranged in church for Easter. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Lilium_longiflorum_(Easter_Lily).JPG
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Remembering Maureen 
 

‘The best funeral I’ve ever been to!’ That was the general 
consensus on Maureen Thompson’s funeral on 12 February. 
The church was packed for this truly joyful celebration of her 
life and of all that she meant, not just to her family but to a 
wide circle of people who had valued her warmth, her good 
humour and her friendship. 
 

‘Mum was a Suffolk girl, Suffolk born and bred,’ said her daughter Catherine, during her 
eulogy. Born in Aldeburgh Hospital in 1930, and evacuated to Leicester during World War 
II, she returned to Suffolk with a scholarship to Northgate School, Ipswich. She later 
worked in the accounts office of two Ipswich firms. 
 

In Ipswich, she attended St Augustine’s Church, where she met her husband-to-be – Brian, 
the church youth worker. They married in 1953. Brian went on to teacher-training, then 
ordination, and served two curacies before finally becoming Rector of our own St Mary’s. 
Maureen ‘embraced the role of Rector’s wife, seeing it as a partnership, and involved 
herself in the life of each parish,’ said Catherine.  
 

What was important to her? Simple pleasures: her family supremely, and her friends. Fish 
and chips, followed by ice cream at The Ship Inn, Dunwich, was always a treat. Gardening 
was a favourite pastime and, as those of us who shared coffee, cake and chat at various 
garden centres can confirm, she never left without a plant! 
 

‘Above all,’ said Catherine, ‘Mum taught us to live life as a Christian. She instilled in us 
humility, courtesy and respect for others. She lived what she believed.’ 

MH 
 

News from the Mothers’ Union 
 

Another year ahead and a brand new programme in front of us. The branch held its AGM 
in February when we presented Kevan with a ‘Thank you Gift’ from the MU for all his 
support over the years. We also celebrated his 70th birthday with him on 13 February, 
when vast amounts of ‘gooey’ chocolate cake and another of his favourites – egg and cress 
rolls – were consumed. Super! 
 

For the branch, this is our opening programme for the year: 
 

Thursday 12 March: British Sign Language for the Deaf – Talk by Lorraine Thirkettle  
Thursday 9 April: Stations of the Cross on Maundy Thursday 
Thursday 14 May: 2.15 pm Corporate Communion in church, followed by a talk by Clare 
Jessup from the Ipswich Night Shelter 
 

As always, everyone is more than welcome. New members would be a bonus! Men are 
also welcome. We meet on the second Thursday of the month starting at 2.30 pm. 
Contacts: Jean Cobb (01473 621558) and Rachel Jolley (01394 766907) 

Jean Cobb 
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In praise of Heather 
 

Where, in Woodbridge, is it possible to be 
assured of a cheerful welcome, a cup of coffee 
and, occasionally, a friendly lick (from Daisy!)? It 
is the Parish Office! 
 
In spite of the hive of activity, almost invariably 
encountered, Heather has always had time to 
welcome me, and many like me, for a friendly 
chat. There has been an immense amount of 
unsung pastoral work carried out in that very 
office! 
 
Over the years, Heather has provided an 
amazingly efficient service to the parish: pew-
sheets, service lists, wedding lists, royalties for 
concerts, liaising with funeral directors… and 
many other matters, of which I have no knowledge or experience. 
 
Nonetheless, when arriving with a request for some photocopying or printing to be 
carried out, I have always been greeted with, ‘Of course, Mr Director of Music, just 
leave it over there and I’ll sort it! Would you like a cup of coffee?’ 
 
I’m certain that, more than once, it has been a case of ‘the swan’ – fierce paddling 
under the water, but with a calm and serene body gliding over the surface! 
 
On the occasions of our two Choral Open Days, Heather worked far beyond her remit 
to provide all the copies of programmes, lists and music copies needed for each of the 
days. Moreover, she came to work on the Saturday (her day-off!) on each occasion, to 
provide any necessary extra printing. 
 
I would personally like to thank Heather for all of her wise and willing help and 
friendly welcome over many years and to say just how much I shall miss her in the 
future. 
 
I wish her a long, restful and enjoyable retirement. 
 

Bob Pegnall 

 
 
Heather Marshall retires on Palm Sunday after 31 years as Parish Secretary. She will be 
greatly missed, but we all wish her well. Editors 
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Where there’s a Will … 
 

A centuries-old custom has now been revived in Woodbridge – the distribution of 
loaves on Candlemas Day in accordance with the Will of George Carlow.  
 

So who was George Carlow?  
Well, within the precincts of the Bull Hotel in Woodbridge there is a quiet garden with 
an ancient tomb. Here, George Carlow, former owner of the Bull, was laid to rest two 
hundred years ago. He belonged to a Christian sect called the Separate Congregation, 
who kept the Sabbath on Saturday. Rather than be buried in the churchyard, he had a 
tomb built for himself in the hotel’s garden. 
 

Carlow died on 2 March 1738, leaving a Will stipulating that the Rector and church-
wardens of St Mary’s Parish Church ‘shall and do yearly and every year for ever after 
my decease give and distribute twenty shillings’ worth of good wheaten bread at, or 
upon, the said tomb on the second day of February, commonly called Candlemas, 
except when it is a Saturday …’ Similar instructions were also inscribed on his tomb 
and were followed for many years. The custom was revived in 1867 and continued 
unbroken until recently, when the tomb became part of a private property. 
 

And so it was with great joy that on Candlemas Day this year, the Rector of St Mary’s, 
the Revd Canon Kevan McCormack, and his two churchwardens were able to reinstate 
Carlow’s Dole, thanks to the hospitality of the Bull’s current proprietors, David and 
Sarah Clarke. They allowed the ceremony to take place in what is known as ‘Carlow’s 
Room’, and 24 children from the Abbey School were invited to take part. After telling 
the story of Carlow’s Dole, the Rector blessed the loaves, and with the churchwardens 
distributed them to the children (pictured below, holding up their loaves). ‘So how 
much would twenty shillings be worth now?’ asked the Rector. The children quickly 
rose to the challenge – it helped that many of them were from the Maths group – and 
correctly calculated the present-day value to around £200. 
 

The loaves, donated by Peter Wright of the Cake Shop, became even more appetising 
when Mr and Mrs Clarke generously served butter and jam (or Marmite) and glasses 
of orange juice. One of the children gave an enthusiastic vote of thanks, followed by 
uproarious general applause. May George Carlow’s Dole long continue! 

Mary Hodge 
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Farewell, and thanks, to our 
Rector, Kevan 
 

The Revd Canon Kevan McCormack retired on 13 
February after 20 years’ inspirational service as 
Rector of St Mary’s Parish Church, Woodbridge. Over 
400 people attended his final Parish Eucharist, 
followed by a lunch for around 200 of them. 
 

Since taking up his duties at St Mary’s, Kevan has 
presided over a thriving church community, regularly 
preaching to a large Sunday congregation and using 

his strong communication skills, lightness of touch and warm personality to put 
outreach at the heart of his church mission. Baptisms, weddings, funerals and other 
special occasions at St Mary’s have all been conducted in Kevan’s own very personal 
style. Above all, he has sought to be inclusive; everyone, whatever their religious 
beliefs or lack of them, has been made to feel welcome at St Mary’s and wherever he 
has presided or taken on a role. 
 

Long and distinguished service 
Known affectionately as ‘Kev the Rev’, Kevan has been a prominent figure both locally, 
where he has held a number of offices, and outside Suffolk, notably the distinction of 
being appointed Chaplain to HM the Queen in 2014, a post from which he is also 
retiring. This is a reward for long and distinguished service, given to a small number of 
priests, and for Kevan it has included regular preaching at St James’s Palace. 
 

Evidence of the affection and respect in which he is widely held is seen in the 
honorary roles awarded to him locally. These include Chaplain to Woodbridge Royal 
British Legion, and Freeman of the Town of Woodbridge, the latter just one of twelve 
at any one time, awarded for ‘unsung but widespread work in the whole community 
and influence for good in the town’. His appointment as a Canon of St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral in 2009 was also to recognise his work in the parish and in the town.  
 

As Rector, Kevan has served as Chaplain and Governor of the Seckford Foundation and 
the Seckford Chapel, and as a Governor of St Mary’s C of E Primary School.  
 

Kevan will continue his honorary roles as Chaplain to Ipswich Town Football Club, a 
post he has held since 2002, as well as Officiating Chaplain to the Military at Rock 
Barracks, and Chaplain to the Masonic Provincial Grand Lodge of Suffolk. 
 

Celebrating the 40
th

 anniversary of his Ordination this year, Kevan has brought a 
unique style and approach to all his work as a priest. Much-loved and widely 
respected, he will be greatly missed as he begins a very well-deserved retirement. 
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Here’s to Kevan! 
 

 
 

Photo credits: Janice Poulson & Dr James Harper 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Chaplain to HM The Queen, 2014-2020                                                        One of many baptisms 

Relaxing after Parish Eucharist 
 
 

Q & A time with Junior Church   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Made Honorary Canon, 2009                        Officiating Chaplain at the Drumhead Service, 2018 
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Leading Remembrance Sunday Service, 2019 

Honorary Freeman of Woodbridge, 2015 

 
 

   

 

With long-term colleagues, Siw, Paul and John                  Different cars, the same number-plate! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Party time! A wonderful send-off                                                                           Read all about it!                                
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The bells rang out, the piper 
played … 
 

There was a very special footnote to our Rector’s 
recent retirement.  In the evening of 6 March, the 
bells rang out from St Mary’s Church tower with a 
Quarter Peal of Yorkshire Surprise Major (Kevan’s 
favourite, appropriately for someone from God’s 
own country). And then, much to Kevan’s surprise, 
a lone piper, Ron Bossingham, concluded the 
farewell by piping ‘Highland Cathedral’ in the 
evening calm of the church. A lovely final tribute! 
 

Pictured: Ron Bossingham’s tribute following the 

Quarter Peal conducted by Mike Whitby. 

Photo by permission of Kate Eagle 

 
 

Christian meditation group 
 

In recent years meditation and mindfulness have become much more mainstream. 
We hear a lot about how they are helpful as ways to reduce stress, boost our immune 
systems, make us sleep better and help us cope with pain, anxiety and depression. It 
has been proven through medical research that meditation is good for us, both 
physically and emotionally. A Christian meditation group emphasises the spiritual 
value of meditating, which is not so easily measured, but is relevant to the quality and 
meaning of human existence.  
 

Interestingly, this is an ancient Christian practice which has long antecedents, and is 
deeply rooted in the Christian tradition. It was taught by the 4

th
 century Desert 

Fathers, and it is also found in the 14
th

 century spiritual classic, The Cloud of 
Unknowing. The practice was rediscovered in the 20

th
 century by the Benedictine 

monk John Main, and there are now many meditation groups meeting around the 
world, sharing the simple silence and stillness that connects us all to the common 
source of our life. 
 

A Christian meditation group is now held weekly in St Mary’s Church Centre on a 
Tuesday evening at 5.15 pm. This is an open group to which anyone who is interested 
is welcome. If you have never meditated in this way before, guidance and support is 
on offer. We begin with a prayer and a reading (often using materials from the World 
Community of Christian Meditation – www.wccm.org), followed by a time of silence. 
There is an opportunity for questions and discussion at the end. The practice has a 
great simplicity about it; however, we all need support and encouragement to 
persevere, and this is what this group aims to provide.  
 

Alison Davis and Caroline Hawksley 
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Junior Church at Easter 
 

This Easter at St Mary’s we will be holding a very simple 
Children and Families’ Good Friday Service (10 April) in 
church, starting at 10.00 am and ending at 11.30 am. 
 

This will be followed by children's creative Easter activities 
in St Mary’s Church Centre. Activities include making 
Easter cards, baking bread and creating the Easter garden 
to be placed in church on Easter Day. All children must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
 

We welcome all families to come and join us, and it is 
helpful if you can let us know you are coming along, so we can get the catering right 
and enough materials for everyone.  Please email virginia@sprayfamily.co.uk if you 
would like to come along. 

Virginia Spray 

 
 

Act local, think global! 
 

There are two aspects to Christian Aid: ‘Christian’ 
refers almost exclusively to those who actively 
volunteer to work for the charity as fundraisers, for 
instance; while ‘Aid’ is delivered where there is 
perceived need, irrespective of class, creed or 
ethnicity. Supporting Christian Aid is not supporting 
the Church or evangelism; it is just helping the poor 
and needy around the world. 
 

During Lent, Woodbridge and Melton Churches Together host Lent Lunches at the 
Salvation Army on Thursdays. Homemade soup, a roll, butter and cheese, and tea or 
coffee are sold for £4 and the proceeds go to Christian Aid. There is a neighbourly 
atmosphere and the local homeless people who come to the Salvation Army for their 
weekly food parcel have lunch too. You might think of the people living next door as 
your neighbours. Indeed they are. But so are the local homeless too. And people like 
Rose in faraway Tanzania! When it comes to neighbourliness, act local, think global! 
 

Christian Aid Week is 10-16 May this year. As ever Churches Together will try and put 
a red envelope through your letterbox, and we will try and collect it. There will be 
instructions telling you how to donate even if we fail to collect. So please be a good 
neighbour. Give generously.  Thank you.  

Tony Waller 

01394 386786 / anjwaller@uwclub.net) 

mailto:anjwaller@uwclub.net
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A warm welcome from 
St Peter’s 
 

It is early January, but the sun is shining 
outside and the charismatic black pastor 
is asking his mixed race congregation to 
think about a problem that is worrying 
them. ‘Think hard,’ he says, ‘and imagine 
that Jesus is sitting next to you, putting 
his arms around you and sharing the 
thing that is worrying you most.’ This is 
comforting, I suspect, for most of us 
worshipping that day in the Anglican 
Church of St Peter’s, Hermanus on South 
Africa’s Western Cape. It is about confirming our faith and aligning it to a very 
personal area of our lives.  
 

Visitors that day are asked by the pastor to stand up and identify themselves. The UK 
features strongly in this informal roll call, both in terms of visitors and the residents 
who greet them. Many of the latter have settled in Hermanus for its warm climate and 
coastal location. ‘Where are you from?’ is the much-repeated ex-pat question long 
before we all join hands for the Peace and a further acclamation of this sunny 
togetherness. 
 

Sprawling township 
Hermanus, famous for its whale watching, art galleries and spectacular sea views, is 
not without its problems. Drive into town and you can’t avoid passing the sprawling 
township, recently extended by another politically engineered influx of the poorest 
blacks. The Western Cape is run not by the ANC but by the Democratic Alliance – but 
nothing is forever in the still emerging Rainbow Nation. While the sun shines, solar 
energy is still in its infancy and power-cuts are a feature of everyday life. Eskom, the 
government-owned national power utility, recently announced that it would hike 
electricity bills by as much as 17% to pay for long overdue maintenance work. 
Corruption is rife. 
 

St Peter’s, the oldest church in Hermanus, has offered its own brand of Christian 
warmth and community support since it opened its doors as a church and school in 
1868. These days, its activities include everything from a Saturday bring-and-buy sale 
to running a soup kitchen in the township. Reaching out to all-comers, whatever their 
situation, is at the heart of the mission.  
 

Nick Cottam 
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Wondrous material 
 

Many medieval church buildings contain a fair 
amount of lead, and St Mary’s has its fair share. 
Lead covers all the roofs, all the stained glass is 
bedded in lead, the inside of the font is lined with 
lead, and the statues above the North porch have 
dainty little lead caps above them (pictured). Lead 
is durable, waterproof, highly malleable (it can be 
bent and stretched without breaking or splitting) 

and is very dense. All these properties make it excellent as a roofing and sealing 
material. 
 

Lead was widely used in Classical times, partly as a by-product of smelting silver. 
There were Roman lead mines in Derbyshire and it was formerly used for water pipes; 
plumbers are so called because they used to work with lead, the Latin name for which 
is plumbum. It has also been used for toys (lead soldiers), in make-up, and as an 
ingredient in paint to make it more opaque and to help prevent corrosion of iron. 
 

However, lead has a dark side; it is poisonous when eaten or breathed in, and can 
cause nerve, brain and kidney problems, and ultimately death. There is a theory that 
the widespread use of lead in the Roman Empire (the lead lining of cooking vessels 
gave the food a better taste) caused poisoning of the population, which contributed 
to the empire’s fall. Many former uses of lead have now been phased out because of 
the risk of ill-health, but it is still widely used in the construction industry and for car 
batteries. 
 

Lead is readily recycled and unfortunately there is a flourishing market for stolen lead, 
with church roofs a common target. Many historic churches have had their roof 
coverings stolen several times, and the damage to the church interiors and the cost of 
replacement is out of all proportion to any gains the thieves make. St Mary’s has 
various measures in place to protect the roof coverings of the church that it is 
probably best not to go into here. 
 

Due to its grey colour, lead can be seen as a dull, unexciting metal, but it is very useful. 
Shakespeare realised this. Part of the plot of The Merchant of Venice involves the 
three suitors of Portia being asked to choose one of three caskets (gold, silver and 
lead), with the suitor who finds Portia’s picture in their chosen casket being able to 
marry her. Bassanio chooses the lead casket and gets the girl. 
 

Sometimes the glittering, exciting looking things are not the best things in life. 
 

John Davis 

 
This article on lead continues John’s series on ‘The fabric of our church’. 
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Primrose time 

 
In the language of flowers, the 

primrose symbolises ‘young love’ 

 
I fell in love (appropriately) with 
Primroses at an early age – as I, 
together with other children, 
collected bunches with which to 
brighten our drab Victorian village 
school. Of our own volition, my 
siblings and I picked bunches of that same flower for our mother on Mothering 
Sunday, and remembered always to leave some flowers on each clump of Primrose 
root – for next season. We, little rustics, learned quickly to respect nature, and to 
know plants and identify local fauna. We were fortunate in that our teacher was a 
keen naturalist – and loved poetry. It was a church school – and both there, and at 
Sunday School, we absorbed Scripture, and especially the Psalms. I read: ‘As for man, 
his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth.’ (Psalm 103.15 [KJV]) 
 

Delight and inspire 
The primrose was much loved by Disraeli, the Victorian politician, and Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria would send him primroses on his birthday, 19

 
April. After his death, 

primrose flowers were placed on his statue outside Westminster Abbey, and on his 
grave at Hughenden. Primroses delight and inspire us – and artists and writers, poets 
also, have written words and music praising this delicate flower. Dorothy Wordsworth 
wrote in her Journal on 11 January 1803:  ‘We stopped our horse, close to the hedge, 
opposite a tuft of primroses, three flowers in full blossom …. We debated long 
whether we should pluck them.’ But she stayed her hand – and returned later in the 
month, pleased to see them still in bloom.  
 
The poet W H Davies wrote, describing a primrose family: ‘The first-born is full blown 
and tall/Two in half bloom just reach his chin/Three buds are small.’ The herbalist 
Culpepper wrote, with compassion, about a pale yellow ointment, called Spring Salve, 
used chiefly for removing freckles… ‘The leaves of the primrose make as fine a salve, 
to heal wounds, as any I know.’  
 
The primroses which grow on our garden bank are now lifting their faces to the sun. 
Two years ago, they flowered from early Autumn, through Christmas, and well into 
Lent. Do primroses bloom in profusion on the Isle of Wight, I wonder? John Keats, in a 
letter in 1817, suggested that they do, and that the Isle be renamed ‘Primrose Island.’  
 
 

Michael Stagg 
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Junior good read 
 

The skylarks’ war 
by Hilary McKay 
 
 

There are some books where as soon as you’ve finished 
them, you want to turn back to the first page and begin 
again. 
 

This is one of those books. 
 

It has received rave reviews, and sold in great numbers 
ever since it was released two years ago. But sometimes 
I worry that a book won’t live up to the hype. 
 

It does. 
 

A beautiful, cheery, nostalgic cover and an intriguing title - what have the soaring 
summer skylarks got to do with the horrors of war? 
 

Gripping read 
Aimed at readers aged 9-12, this story had me completely gripped and delighted. It’s 
funny, clever, witty, thoughtful, and also poignant and, naturally with the necessity of 
touching on the atrocities of World War I, there are some troubling moments but 
these are sensitively presented. 
 

The scene is set with the birth of one of the central characters, Clarissa, and we follow 
her childhood, without a mother and with a cold and distant father, as she seeks joy 
and sunlight in summer holidays with grandparents, brother and cousin in Cornwall.  
 

Between holidays, there are terms in boarding school for the boys, and a push by 
Clarry for her right to education as she sits in the kitchen and keeps house.  
 

Eventually the war changes everything. The boys are now young men and enlist, and 
the girls become nurses.  
 

Clarry’s sunny nature continues to see only the best of every situation, and her desire 
never to lose hope is a powerful message for us all.  
 

This is the most wonderful book. It is full of fun and friendship while also addressing 
issues of grief, loss, war and a changing society. Please read it! 
 

Catherine Larner 
 

‘The Skylarks War’ by Hilary McKay is £6.99 and available from Browsers Bookshop –  
now at 70 Thoroughfare, Woodbridge. 
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Restoring the tarnished image … 
 

Two books reviewed by The Revd Dr John Hare 
 
 

A little history of religion 

by Richard Holloway 

Yale University Press, 2016 (pb 2017) ISBN 978-0-300-2281-6  
 

and 
 

The lost message of Paul 

by Steve Chalke  

SPCK, 2019, ISBN 978-0-281-07940-7 

 
I start with Holloway. This is a book for anyone and everyone who wants to learn 
about religion, whether as a believer or a non-believer.  
 

In the 1990s, Richard Holloway was Bishop of Edinburgh and Primus of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church, the leader of the Anglican Church in Scotland. However, the hatred 
and malice that he witnessed being poured out against Gay people by some of the 
bishops who attended the 1998 Lambeth Conference (a worldwide gathering of all the 
bishops of the Anglican Church) was so appalling that he felt compelled to leave the 
Church and even to question the basis of his Faith. 
 

Religion and belief 
In this book, Holloway traces the way that religion has developed from the earliest 
burial practices (130,000 BCE) to the present day. He explains how the older religions 
provide the stimulus for the newer, which in turn will usually claim to correct or even 
deny the older beliefs. He shows how religion which starts with the intention of 
unifying society often ends by dividing it, and how the freedom promised by religion 
often leads to control and manipulation. Nothing is hidden or swept under the carpet, 
but at the end the reader is left with an agonising choice: does she or does she not 
believe in God, perhaps in spite of, rather than because of, religion? Holloway poses 
the question, but does not seek to provide the answer. 
 

A major difference between the Eastern group of religions (such as Hinduism and 
Buddhism) and the Western Group (including Judaism and especially Christianity and 
Islam) is that the former believe that the soul goes through cycles of earthly rebirth 
until perfection is achieved; whereas the latter believe in only one earthly life, 
followed by divine judgement and an afterlife spent either in the presence of God or 
in eternal suffering. Many Christians and Moslems believe that Faith is the only factor 
that will be taken into account at this final judgement. Some Christians go further and 
believe that this Faith is a gift from God, and that He bestows or withholds Faith 
according to a predestined plan, meaning that individual human beings have no way 
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Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone 

hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in 

to him and eat with him, and he with me. 

(Revelation 3:20) 

 

of influencing their ultimate destiny. Holloway identifies this 
idea that an all-loving God, who decides in advance that a major 
part of humanity will be condemned to perpetual torment, is a 
major stumbling block to religious belief.  
 

This belief is confronted by Steve Chalke, a Baptist minister who 
challenges a core tenet of Protestant Evangelical Theology. 
Luther, Calvin and their successors based their theology of 
salvation (and hence escaping eternal punishment) on the 
personal Faith of the Christian; an interpretation of words 
written by St Paul in his Letter to the Church in Rome (3:22). 

These Greek words are pistis Christou, conventionally translated as ‘faith in Christ’.  
 

But Chalke points out that an influential group of present-day biblical scholars argue 
that this translation is simply wrong and that the translation should be ‘the 
faithfulness of Christ’. In other words, all are saved from damnation by Christ’s 
faithfulness to us (that is, to the whole of humanity), rather than that some are saved 
by their personal faith in him. It follows that all are offered the opportunity of 
salvation without the precondition of faith or a virtuous life. Salvation and welcome 
into the Presence of God is there for everyone to accept after death. 
 

Unconditional love 
This raises the final question: is it conceivable that, after death, anyone being made 
fully aware of the overwhelming love of God and God’s desire for him to share in that 
love will nevertheless reject it? The answer must be that although it seems 
inconceivable that anyone would reject God’s offer of unconditional love, it must be 
theoretically possible. So the question over the existence of Hell must be answered in 
this way: Hell exists, not a place of everlasting torment to which God condemns 
anyone, be it on the basis of predestination or lack of Faith or Virtue, but rather as a 
place of self-imposed exile. And Hell is almost certainly empty. 
 

If Chalke is right, and I believe he is, those of us who call ourselves Christians have a 
great deal of work to do to restore the tarnished image of our Faith. 
 

The Revd Dr John Hare 
 

Both books will be available from St Mary’s Shop, 11 Market Hill (Tel: 01394 380000) 
 

 

God’s invitation … 
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What’s on 
 

APRIL 
 4 OK Chorale: Voices in Harmony: Songs from around the world 1930 in church 
 5 Palm Sunday: Student Cross Pilgrims: Prayers c.1730 in church 
 6 Holy Week: Stations of the Cross 1845 in church 
 7 & 8 Compline for Holy Week 1845 in church 
 8 Contemplative Prayer 2000 4 Saxon Way 
 9 Mothers’ Union: Stations of the Cross 1430 in church (see p.8) 
 9 Maundy Thursday: Parish Eucharist & Stripping of the Altars 2000 
10 Good Friday (see p.24)  
12 Easter Day (see p.24) The Bishop of Dunwich to celebrate and preach  
12 Choral Evensong for a Festival 1830 (see p.7) 
22 Friends of St Mary’s AGM & Talk on Abolitionist John Clarkson 1830 Church Centre 
23 Parish Lunch 1230 Church Centre 
25 Plant Sale in aid of Gt & Lt Bealings Churches: Bealings Village Hall 1000-1200 
28 Parochial Church Council AGM 1930 Church Centre  
 

MAY 
 1 A Time to Heal 1900 for 1930 in church 
 6 Contemplative Prayer 2000 4 Saxon Way 
10 Tango Innominado for Friends of St Mary’s 1930 in church 
10-16 Christian Aid Week (see p.15) 
14 MU: Corporate Communion (in church) 1415 & talk on Ipswich Night Shelter (p.8) 
16 Christian Aid Coffee Morning 1000-1200 Church Centre 
24 Ascension Day: Parish Eucharist 1000 
28 Parish Lunch 1230 Church Centre  
29 Eastern Icons: Talk by Dr John Hare + picnic 1400-1700 St Mary’s, Gt Bealings  
31 Barbecue: following Parish Eucharist in churchyard 
31 Choral Evensong for a Festival 1830 
 

JUNE 
 6 Gt Bealings Open Gardens 1400-1700 Meet at church; drinks afterwards 
 9 Institution and Induction Service for the Revd Nigel Prior 1900 (see p.3) 
10 Contemplative Prayer 2000 4 Saxon Way 
20 Canticum: The Grand English Anthem 1930 in church (see p.6) 
25 Parish Lunch 1230 Church Centre 
27 Coffee Morning & Stalls 1000-1200  St Mary’s Church Centre  

 
Date for your diary: Saturday 18 July: Parish Pilgrimage to Bury St Edmunds Cathedral 

 
REGULAR EVENTS 
Time to Reflect: Details of current discussion groups on table at back of church 
Tuesdays: Christian Meditation Group 1715 Church Centre (see p14) 
Tuesdays: Poppy’s Pantry: Coffee, Cakes & Light Lunches 1000-1430 Church Centre 
Mondays & Thursdays: New Horizons Lunch Club 1000-1430 Church Centre 
Fridays: Pathway Club 0930-1200 Church Centre 
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Coping with change      
 

Our old friend Michael, pictured with Susan, 
writes to us from their new home on the Isle 
of Wight … 
 

Change for some of us is an uneasy obstacle 
to overcome; for others a welcome feature, 
a breath of fresh air. We may resist or 
embrace it. Change is an inevitable fact of 
life. Just as the seasons change, so do 

people, institutions, governments, leaders, monarchs – the list is endless. As the 
Prince of Lampedusa once said, ‘Everything has to change for everything to remain the 
same.’ What is that sameness? 
 

Sameness is, I feel, the core of a person’s being. Core values, core goodness, core 
generosity, core warmth, core spirituality. Add goodwill, humour and much more. 
Conversely, a person or institution can display a myriad of core faults, failures and 
other undesirable attributes. 
 

Adapting to change 
In the past year, my life has undergone tremendous changes: new home, new location 
and considerable new health challenges. Adaptation has been a key factor. In the next 
few years, St Mary’s will no doubt undergo change. A new incumbent will be at the 
helm, with new creative thinking and ideas. How will each one of us face and adapt to 
that change? Will we resist it, or work with it and around it? Do we build unity and 
cohesion in our community by building around those things that unite us, or adhere to 
the negativity of resistance at any cost? 
 

St Mary’s, the Church on the Hill, has been, and is for many, a beacon of refreshment 
and hope. A place where the great door is always open – symbolically at least! It is 
where we can find peace and quiet. Even the inspirational window above the high 
altar, like everywhere at St Mary’s, has its imperfections. Our church’s strength in the 
past, and in the future, lies in its wisdom to recognise faults and adapt accordingly. 
Whatever change comes in the future, at the very centre of its core will be the St 
Mary’s that has survived for generations and, with God’s grace and the talents and 
skills of generations to come, it will remain the same. 
 

In thanking past Rectors for their vision and contribution, we wish the next Rector 
every success and happiness as he begins to write another chapter in the life of this 
very special church: ‘Cherish the past, adorn the present, construct for the future’ 
(Clough Williams-Ellis). I finish with a prayer written by Reinhold Niebuhr: 
 

God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to 
change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference. 

Michael Booth  
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Easter Services 
 

Maundy Thursday 9 April 1000 Holy Communion 
  2000 Parish Eucharist & Stripping of the Altars, 
   followed by Easter Vigil 
 

Good Friday 10 April 0930 Service for Children & Families, followed by 
  Children’s Easter Activities (ending by 1130) 
  Children must be accompanied by an adult 
 1200 Three Hours’ Devotion (readings, music & 

meditation – come and go as you wish) 
 

Easter Day 21 April 0530 Sunrise Service by river (Churches Together) 
 0800  Holy Communion 
 1000  Parish Eucharist 
 1145 Holy Communion in Seckford Chapel 
 1830 Choral Evensong for a Festival 
 

Regular Church Services 
 

Sundays  0800 Holy Communion 
   1000 Parish Eucharist 
   1145 Holy Communion:  Seckford Chapel (3

rd
 Sunday) 

   1830 Sung Evensong or Compline 
 

Weekdays  0800 Morning Prayer (Monday, Tuesday, Friday) 
  0800 Holy Communion (Wednesday) 
  1000 Holy Communion (every Thursday) 
  1200 Holy Communion (4

th
 Thursday only) 

  0900 Holy Communion (alternate 1
st

 Saturdays) 
   Morning Prayer (other Saturdays) 
 

Useful Contacts 
 

During the interregnum, the main contacts 
are the churchwardens: 
 

Veronica Howe 383257 
Barbara Stear                     07710 229345 
 

Parish Office 388820 
St Mary’s Shop 383000 

Church Centre Bookings 383257 
Concert Bookings 388811 
Choir 386822 
Bell-ringers 385203 
Mothers’ Union 766907 
Network of Care 383468 
Outlook Editorial 549306 

 

Website www.stmaryswoodbridge.org 
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