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Lead item 

Little Bealings 

Editorial Comment 

May we welcome you to this first issue of 2021 by expressing the wish that 2021 gets progressively better for all of us, and that with 
the rapid progress of the vaccination programme, we move towards a spring and summer which allows us once again to re-engage 
with one another, and to enjoy that wide range of community activities that we have been denied over the past year. To those who 
have been in some way affected by Covid, particularly by personal loss, we express our deep sympathies. Those of us who have 
emerged intact may well be scarred, but are in some ways the stronger for having survived. Having for so long been shut away in 
our own little cells and bubbles, we are perhaps all the more aware of the importance of the benefits of a supporting community. We 
would like to think that the regular publication of this Magazine has had a minor part to play in this maintaining of  those community 
links, and thank all those who have supported us by word and deed through difficult times. This includes our advertisers. The 
relationship between readers and local businesses is an important one. Not only is there a degree of inter-dependence, but such 
increased localisation does have a role to play, contributing, as it does, to efforts to be kinder to our planet.  

In that spirit we wish all our readers an ever happier new Year. 

Thanks, Culpho – good to have you still with us 

We understand that soundings have been widely taken in and around Culpho, and that residents of that village are keen to 
maintain their links with the other three villages, even though the church will now be contributing its specifically church news to the 
Carlford Group Magazine.  

Happily it seems to be the general opinion that maintaining links between other comparable local villages, with all the non-church 
neighbourly bonds that we have enjoyed for may years, including regular distribution of the Magazine, use of it as an advertising 
medium, would be welcome. 

We look forward to many further contributions to the Magazine from residents and friends of Culpho. Good news to launch the FLN 
New Year. 

Lighter item, with historical roots 

Henry Chard (now 30, grew up in Great Bealings) has for the last few years been the Multi-media Manager of the Ipswich Witches 
(speedway). He does their press releases. He was thirty last month. He is also a huge football fan. 

Earlier last year, when England football fans were informed they were not allowed to attend England games. England 
members were told that a flag had been made which would attend all England matches to represent them. The red part is made up 
of the place names that the members are from. Henry is a member therefore you can see the section of the flag with Great 
Bealings on it! For nostalgia’s sake we publish a picture of Henry in goal at the 2002 Jubilee Celebration on the meadow off Kiln 
Lane. He’s needs to explain why he is wearing a Norwich shirt. 

              

    

NATURE NOTES   

Local Raptors 

When I was a child, a single species of raptor seemed to dominate the skies of Bealings. It was a delicate bird, no longer than a 
Jay, but had an enviable ability to continuously hover in one place. It was of course the Kestrel. This bird continues to be a watching 



presence over our landscape, perching on telegraph poles, fences and shed roofs. Its principle prey is voles and mice onto which it 
“slides” down steeply on to, pouncing with its talons. The distinct colouring of its plumage is of a blue grey head (male only) and a 
chestnut barred winds and torso. Seeing on early summer morning walks the parents teaching their young how to glide down from 
an electricity wire and pounce into a field was enchanting. 

In less than a decade, another raptor has appeared in large numbers. Its larger presence has filled the skies and the airwaves echo 
to its eerie call, a high “whee –eur”.  This is the Buzzard which uses it large broad wings to circle over woodland. Even in the 1990’s 
this bird was described as “very localised” in Eastern England meaning it was rare or not present in many areas. It has spread 
rapidly east along with Red Kites (which have occasionally been spied over Bealings). Our countryside must be a good place to 
raise young with the plentiful supply of rabbits as well as small mammals, worms and beetles.  The family I have noticed over the 
summer were around Rosery Farm often utilising of the uplift from the hill behind it. Buzzards are amongst the biggest birds in our 
area but despite this they do seem plagued by rocks, crows and indeed kestrels which dive bomb them and force them to move on. 

The third species which I have noticed recently on my meanders around our villages is the Sparrowhawk. I can’t comment on the 
relative numbers which anecdotally seem to have increased but perhaps I am more attuned to their presence. Many times I have 
been caught out by thinking there is a pigeon flying towards me only for the grey blur to turn sharply and dive into a hedge to attack 
a bird table. This bird has incredible speed and agility. It prospects a site from height before diving to hunt by hedge hopping almost 
at ground level. Sparrows, tits, blackbirds and thrushes are caught unawares in a flurry of feathers. 

These three species sit towards the top of the food chain and, now their numbers have expanded due to outlawing of pesticides 
and targeted persecution, it makes it an increasingly challenging environment of our small birds and mammals. Look out for them 
commanding the skies. 

Jonathan Keer  

                                      

Raptors circling and a sparrowhawk with the feathery remains of a blue8t in a Bealings garden 

HISTORY CORNER   - A History of Bealings 

Walking through History – an update, and a question. 

Firstly to let readers know that lock-down, and the lack of other things to do, is helping progress. The first two trails of five are now 
more or less complete and being designed. A warm thank you to all who have so far supported this project with contributions, pre-
orders and dedications.  If you are still sitting on the order form and thinking of signing up for a pre-ordered copy, please do so, 
sooner rather than later. There’s still time for further contributions, particularly from Little Bealings. What has been particularly 
motivational has been the interest outside our villages, from people who grew up in them, then moved away, but who clearly have 
such wonderful memories to share. Good memories can be an antidote to an uncomfortable present. 

An enhancement: it is intended that we go “multi-media”, in the sense that we hope to create an accompanying app. which you can 
take with you on your walk through history, and which picks out the main features for you. This will be integral to the package, when 
pre-ordered, at no additional cost. 

Finally - a query. Does anyone have any detailed knowledge of any actual Beacon, which gave its name to Beacon Lane etc? 
Where exactly was it, and what kind of beacon might it have been? Part of a national chain of beacons? Something to do with the 
aerodrome at Martlesham? The area around the Martlesham Road, being relatively elevated, is an understandable location for any 
such a beacon. Any suggestions, information welcome. 

Norman Porter - nhp@rillcott.co.uk 

GREAT BEALINGS – St Mary’s 

Most will understand that the church is now fully locked-down. The second wave of the virus has impacted more heavily than the 
first, and the only way to minimise possible infection is to close down totally, not only services, but also possibilities for private 
prayer. The same does not apply to the churchyard, and it is heartening to notice how many people include it in permissible walks, 
or who visit to tend graves, or to place flowers in memory of loved ones. A churchyard becomes a particular focal point of memories 
at Christmas. 



 Fr Nigel fully understands the frustrations, but he is even more determined than the church authorities themselves that the high 
level of risk should be fully understood and heeded. The only safe way of respecting the current high level of risk is to lock down 
entirely. Both churches have followed this line of thinking.  

St Mary’s, Woodbridge is much better placed to organise “zoom” and streamed events, and we are fortunate to have access to the 
wonderful resources of our partner church. Do contact the Parish Office with any query that you may have – pastoral, 
organisational, activities.  

Looking Back 

Despite restrictions, we can look back with a sort of defiant satisfaction at what we did manage to achieve over the Christmas 
period. Christmas was certainly not cancelled at St Mary’s, Great Bealings. 

Carol Service. Sunday December 20th 

Well, with actual singing banned this was never going to be a conventional Carol Service. Nor did we have conventional Christmas 
readings. What we did put together was a celebration in words and music, a series of readings from writers as diverse as Thomas 
Hardy, John Julius Norwich – a humorous take on the Twelve Days of Christmas - GK Chesterton, and assorted prose pieces 
relating to, for example, Christmas as it was in Suffolk in 1863, and the inviting of German prisoners of war to a family Christmas in 
the aftermath of WW2. All of this was interspersed with musical items: violin pieces played by Farran Douse, organ music by Jane 
Hartley, and our faithful CD player. We are so grateful to the many people who participated in this service and who made it a proper 
– if unique - community celebration of Christmas. Our thanks to Fr Nigel for his help in putting this all together and for his 
determination to see it through, and to all who participated and contributed to the success of the occasion. 

Crib Service -24th December 

We really wanted to ensure that we had something specially for the young families in the village. In previous years we have joined 
with other villages and this Christmas Eve event has been one of the highlights. A stand-alone service was a bit more of a 
challenge, but we were rewarded with a heartening turn-out of a couple of dozen people, again determined to make the best of 
challenging circumstances. 

New Benefice Walk – New Year’s Day 

Please see below for an account of the special New Year’s Eve Vigil which took place in Woodbridge, in anticipation not only of the 
New Year, but also of the official start of our new Benefice.  

This new beginning was then commemorated, on the ground, so as to speak, by a loosely organised walk between the two 
churches, some routes, quite appropriately, taking in Seckford Hall and the surrounding area. Dogs joined in, bells were rung in 
both churches at midday, commemorative books were signed, and many photographs were taken. Because of Covid restrictions, 
neither church was properly open, but the books for signing were available in the porches. This pictures of the Seckford porch at 
Great Bealings is particularly relevant, symbolising as it does, the Seckford link between the two parishes – and the welcoming 
lights of the Christmas tree. The other picture shows our new Rector, his wife, Liz and black Labrador, Poppy, all suitably equipped 
for a muddy cross-country walk.   

       

Looking ahead 
Churchyard 

It was heartening to see so many flowers being placed on family graves over the Christmas period. Paradoxically it makes the 
churchyard a living place, and one which continues to be of huge emotional significance to many people who have loved ones at 
rest and peace in that special area. 

Norman Porter. Churchwarden (nhp@rillcott.co.uk) 

*************************************************************************************************************************** 

FRIENDS OF GREAT BEALINGS CHURCH (in partnership with Friends of St Mary’s Church, Woodbridge) 



2020 Ride and Stride Results 

The Trustees of SHCT are full of praise and admiration for over-all efforts. Despite the exceptional challenges this year, the figures 
are “astonishing.” The whole of Suffolk) raised £155,300 compared to £128,223 in 2019; a £27,077 increase. When Gift Aid is 
included the total is about £170,000. This is the best result for 10 years! Woodbridge area results are also impressive, with a total of 
£7,042 compared to £5,779 in 2019; up £1,263 over 2019. The Treasurer expects some more funds to arrive over the next weeks. 
Great Bealings was in the top half-dozen of contributors. Warmest thanks to all who supported us. 

Open Gardens 2021 

We see no reasons, as yet, for pulling back from our plans to open gardens sometime in the early summer of 2021. An outdoor 
event is less likely to be affected by covid regulations anyway. Charles Barrington has once again kindly offered The Lodge garden 
as a venue for a final gathering. June 5th is pencilled in as the date. Please get in touch if you would be prepared to be included in 
the organisation of this year’s event. It’s not just for grand gardens. Ordinary cottage gardens offering a warm welcome are equally 
part of our village scene. 

PLANT SALE 2021 – an update 

As and when we move towards the end of lockdown gardens will once again have an important role to play. 

Our Plant Sale is currently planned somewhere, somehow for the weekend of 16th/17th April. Indications are that we should be out 
of lock-down by then, but not necessarily able to meet up indoors. There is still plenty we can organise out-of-doors. We think that it 
might be wise to have a reserve date a fortnight later, the weekend of 1st/2nd May just in case things remain challenging for longer 
than hoped for. 

What it certain is that those planning to produce plants and seedlings will have to have a timetable to work to, so we hope that the 
above will give sufficient indication not only of intent, but also of time-frames. We may be able to publish firmer details in the March 
Magazine. 

But spring WILL come, and plants WILL be needed, so, on that basis, please continue to prepare plants as usual. 

As before:  Please direct your reactions, support, queries, worries to: Norman Porter:  nhp@rillcott.co.uk 

Church News 

Church Services for February 

Playford. 
Services at Playford Church are usually held on the second Sunday of every month at 10am.. The last one to be held in this current 
lockdown was on January 10th. 

Thereafter services will be under constant review. Please contact Colin Hedgley on 01473 738468 the Friday before the usual 
Sunday Service for the latest update. 

All Saints Kesgrave will be having their normal Zoom service each Sunday details of which are on their website or, again contact 
Colin Hedgley for more details. 

If you need any pastoral care or advice please contact Rev Gary Jones on 01473 412329. 

 Colin Hedgley, Churchwarden 

Culpho 
These being unprecedented times, all services are currently suspended! 

New Year’s Eve Vigil – St Mary’s Church, Woodbridge 

A special service was held in St Mary’s, Woodbridge, on New Year’s Eve, not only to herald the imminent New Year, but also to 
celebrate the official beginning of the United Benefice of the two St Mary’s Churches, Woodbridge and Great Bealings. Fr Nigel 
Prior gave the address and we publish those excerpts relevant to the new partnership. 

This evening also marks a more local story about our own parishes here in Woodbridge and Great Bealings. At my interview, 
Norman Porter described Great Bealings as ‘the rural lung’ and I like that, just as I like the fact that it is healthier to have two lungs! 
We also share the prayers of two Marys’ – she was no ordinary Saint after all, but the Mother of God, the one who gave birth to 
Jesus, Our Light and Saviour. So tomorrow’s walk is a very symbolic, as well as historic one. It is a time to pray for our future 
together, to grow in love, faith, and mutual understanding, sharing our gifts and strengths, believing and making possible that scope 
for a fulfilling time, and an enjoyable partnership. There will be books at each Church tomorrow for you to write your own thoughts, 
hopes and prayers in your own hand. If you want, you can write them in another language – another poet and priest was right to 
say: “No man is an island entire of itself.”  

mailto:nhp@rillcott.co.uk


And in the Spring, we will exchange new trees (laurel is associated with Mary) and plant them. God wants them and us to grow. So 
let’s dedicate this night and ‘spot of time’ to pray with the psalmist who said: 

“My soul is longing for the Lord -  More than watchman for daybreak.” 

 Amen. 

St. Botolph’s Church, Culpho 

Benefice changes 

On the 22nd December 2020, the Church Commissioners approved Culpho Church being admitted to the Benefice of Carlford. The 
Benefice of Great and Little Bealings, Playford and Culpho having been superseded. In leaving, we remain ever grateful to the 
three Churches, (who themselves have joined other districts) for the years we have shared the same Priest in Charge and 
friendship. Sadly, progress was inevitable, and we now look forward to our new Church community, St. Mary’s, Grundisburgh and 
the other Churches which make up the new Benefice. Since October 2018 we have been grateful for the support given by 
Reverend Mark Creswell and his licensed Readers, in particular James Hall, who will continue to take services at Culpho Church. 

Christmas Carol Service 

On the 20th December, a quite different carol service was held.  It was a condensed, socially distanced service, parishioners 
wearing masks, no live music, or singing by members of the congregation, but the Church looked festive with windowsills bedecked 
in winter foliage and candles with the Churchwarden ensuring we were all safe. Despite this abnormal setting this notable service 
lifted the spirits and for a short while the situation felt ‘normal’. Christine Pearce and members of the Ipswich Choral Society 
superbly sang carols on our behalf, with the service conducted by James Hall. Additionally, we were grateful to have our Patron, 
Lord Cranworth in attendance.  At the end of the Service the Choir and congregation stood outside and sang two traditional carols. 
The occasion was made even more special when we were joined by a small number of residents and their children. It is hoped that 
the Carol Service in December 2021 will be without restriction with residents and churchgoers alike, once again, enjoying a mince 
pie and mulled wine in a more welcoming setting. 

  

Determination incarnate 

Church lights 

The Church was lit on the evening of Christmas Eve and Christmas Day to celebrate the birth of Christ. Without doubt the Church 
looks lovely when lit and, despite the pandemic and Church closure, if anyone wishes to sponsor the lights (£5) they can be lit to 
celebrate any occasion, to remember of loved one, birthdays and anniversaries, in fact any occasion which holds special 
significance to you and your family. A telephone call to the Churchwarden Richard Garnham on 01473 738139 is all that is required. 

Church closure 

Sadly, given the current restrictions imposed due to the pandemic, Churchwarden Richard, took the difficult decision to close 
Culpho Church until able to admit people safely. When controls are lifted churchgoers and residents will be informed. We sincerely 
hope by late spring that the situation will allow the Church to play its proper role within the community. The Churchyard remains 
open. 

Fynn-Lark News 

For many years, the residents of Culpho have been delivered of the Fynn-Lark News and St. Botolph’s have used this publication 
to advertise services and functions. We have enjoyed a good relationship with the editorial team.  With Culpho Church now part of 
the Benefice of Carlford, we shall be contributing information regarding Church matters to their Church Benefice Magazine ‘The 
Grapevine’. We shall, however, continue to offer support to the Fynn-Lark News and contribute to events and newsworthy articles 



where we can. The good news is that the Fynn-Lark news will continue to be delivered to Culpho residents each month and we 
remain ever grateful to Mrs. Jenny Walters who, in all weathers, delivers the magazine to every household. 

With these changes comes an opportunity for residents to become involved in sharing their stories through the medium of the 
Fynn-Lark news and if you would like to submit an article you will find details on the back of each issue. Contributions from all four 
villagers are instrumental in binding communities together, and there are some wonderful articles yet to be penned. Culpho has 
historically been asked to submit a lead article, which is local, but of interest to others and supported by photographs in Jpeg 
format. Approximately 500 words would be ideal and for 2021 this falls in June and November. Thank you if you can help. The 
Magazine is a free publication sustained by advertising and donation and assembled and delivered by a dedicated team of 
volunteers. 

Contact details  

If, for any reason, contact needs to be made with the Church please get in touch with the Churchwarden, Richard Garnham on 
telephone 01473 738139 who will be able to help.  

Margaret Gornall – Secretarial Support   On behalf of Churchwarden and P.C.C. Members. 


